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The Hills of Norwich Were Alive
With The Sound of Music

Musicfilledthe Wearevery
sanctuary of the Centra excited that wewill
Baptist Churchand havethegroup
wafted itsway out the back for athird
doorsand over the _ ':\ e timethisfal.In
rolling hillsof Norwich ' Augustwewill
on Thursday, May 19 as beginlookingfor
the Eastern Baptist host familiesto
Touring Choir madea ¢ housethestudents
stopintown. Thisthirty- whenthey arrive.
two member ensemble Eagtern
sang an assortment of | Universtyis
sacred songsalong with located just outside
some contemporary and of Philadelphia, PA.
popular rdigiousmusic. [twasorigindly

We partnered with founded aspart of
our sister Churchto Eastern Baptist
bring Fhe groupto The Eastern Choir was sensational and their music was inspiring. Theologicd SChOOI
Norwich. We housed and morphedintoa
someof the studentsand hosted the Thegospel choir,named Turning  fully accredited four year college,
reception following the concert. Point, also shared someof their separatefromthe Seminary. A few

Dr. David Manes, thedirector of  repertoire. In September wewill be yearsago it becameafull fledged
thegroup, fondly remembered his hosting thissmaller group of 14atour  University offering multipledegrees.

previousvisitstoNorwich. Healso  Church on Sunday, September 18 Someof usarefamiliar with
gaveabrief history of theMusic during morningworship and then Eastern because our own Timothy
program at Eastern Collegeand againfor aconcert at 4:00 p.m. as Rezendeswent there and graduated
shared how it hasgrown over the part of the SUNL Fal Inspirational with hisBachelorsDegreethisMay.

years. mesting.



Worship

Come and worship! I 1.
June 5, 2005 o
Communion Sunday ALZs )
Scripture: Matthew 9:9-13,18-26
Sermon: “Jesus Preferred
Irregulars’

June 12, 2005

Scripture: Psalm 116:1-19

Sermon: “Did | Forget To

Tell You...”

Special: Comissioning of Pastor Lord
for his Sabbatical Study Leave

June 19, 2005

Father’s Day

Recognition of our Graduates
Guest Preacher - John Fear
Scripture: 11 Peter 3:9

Sermon: “Like Father, Like Son”

June 26, 2005

Guest Preacher- Rev. Burt Crooks
Scripture: Luke 13:22-30

Sermon: “ Thisis the Moment”
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Fastar Updike's sermaon (llustrations
were creative, if omewhat obligue.

Mark and Bonnie Ambruso
Celebrate the Joy of Family

On Pentecost
Sunday, May 15, we
not only celebrated the
birth of the Church, we
also celebrated the joy
of family witha"family
dedication servicefor
the Ambruso family.

WilliamKirk
Ambruso was born on
December 26, 2004.
Heisthefirst child for
Mark and Bonnie
Ambruso and he has
aready stolen their
hearts.

In the family dedication service
the parentsacknowledgetheir child
asagift from God and promiseto
raise him or her in a Christian home
so that the child can come to know
the love and grace of our Savior as
they grow up.

The congregation also makes
the promise that they will assist the

family by being supportive, offering
prayer and providing asafe and loving
place for the family to come and
waorship.

It was such a joy to have the
Ambruso family, their parents, friends
and family members with us as they
marked this special day.

Did you miss the
Pastor's Sermon?

Read it online at
www.fbcnorwich.org

Several of the recent sermons
are now online at our web site. They
may not contain the wholer message
because Dr. Lord often jumps off the
manuscript asthe Spirit leads him,
but they do contain the gist of the
message and several illustrations.

If you cannot be present, it isthe
next best thing.
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A LCD Projector and
projection screen that
could be used for
special worship services.

A CD Player that could
be connected through
our sound system.




Looking Back at May

Mother-Daughter Banquet Helps Us Say
“Thank You” To The Women In Our Lives

Theladiescame dressed and Specid thanksto Melinda
ready to be pampered. Themen Maynard, Kristin Dedptulski, Zelda
arrived early and were ontheir best Earle, Sue Vanase and George
behavior. Asthefedtivitiesbegan, Rezendeswho organized theevent.
eighty fivewomenand weretreated If youwouldliketo seethese
toadeliciousturkey dinner, apple picturesin color longwithafew
crumb dessert and adance perfor- additional pictures, check out our
manceby several talented dancers church web siteon theweb at

+»1 fromLuisPabonDanceArtsCenter.  wwwifbcnorwich.org.

i i KT

: i Ericka Lusk danced to “ My Funny \alentine”
Curt Brockway does the honors for Brianne.

There were no complaintsfrom Harry'stable.

Rachel Lord, Skye Lessa and Sarah Turcotte offered a trio. Oliver Bray and George Rezendes get ready to serve.



Our Sunday School

Children’s Day Marks The End of Over 160

Every Spring we celebrate theend  how awesome God is and how
of another year of Sunday School with  everything He created reflects His
our Children’s Day Service. Welet the  beauty and glory.

kids take center stage and share with For many of the children thisis
us some of the things they learned their first time on stage and it isan
throughout the year. intimidating experience. Thankfully,

Thisyear our themewas“Godin  we have such a wonderful congrega-
Nature” and many of the songs, skits  tion that encourages and support the
and scripture readingsreminded usof ~ youth and it shows.

: _ g
Lori Lord, Sunday School Superintendant, and George Rezendes made sure
everything ran on Schedule during the service, just as they did all year long.

Sarah Lord, our lone High School regular,
sang “ Morning Has Broken.”

Rosie Main’s Nursery Class had help from a few of the moms. The kids held up

: - : i k Gabriel Villa wasn't sure he liked being up
pictures of the creation story as Brian Goldin read the scriptures.

front, but having mom nearby sure helped.



Our Sunday School

Years of Christian Education at First Baptist

Kyle Mehlinger, Bethany Stone and
Chelsey Calkins shared stories about
God in their lives.

Charmaine \Velez, Rachel Lord, Jennifer
Dart and Jared LaFlamme did a
“ Creation Rap.”

Outstanding Attendance Awards went to 28 people this year. Our goal is to have
even more next year when we start up again in September.

e
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Someone noted that our kids took a page from Amerlcan Idol” and went right

up to the microphone and began singing when the music started. Above Joshua
Laflamme, Brianne Jones, Nicholas Mehlinger, Hollie Adams, Nathan Jones,
Jacob Kreger and Brooke Morse sing how “ God Made It All.”

(" Our Sunday School Teachers

RoseMain GeorgeRezendes
June Deptulski CynthiaStrouse
Kristin Deptulski
ZddaEarle Officers
JoanneClubine Superintendent LoriLord
Brian Goldin Asst Superintendant Sandy Stone
JacquieJones Sec/Treas Wendy Dart
CalLord

\_ Curt Brockway Yy,

Assistants, Subs& Helpers N




Sabbatical News

This summer our Pastor will
celebrate his 20th Anniversary at

the Chur ch.

As part of our recognition for his
faithful service to our congregation
we are granting him a sabbatical
study leave of 8 weeks. Below you
will find answersto many of the
guestions that have been raised
recently at church concerning the
sabbatical. On the next two pages of
the newdletter you will also find
brief biographies of our guest

preachers this summer.

What isa sabbatical ?

The word sabbatical hasitsrootsin
the biblical concept of Sabbath (“to rest”
or “to cease”). Sabbath keeping is setting
asidetimefor God.

Sabbatical leaveisatimefor our
pastor to shift gearsin order to rest,
disengage, study, reflect, and travel in
order to return to minister among us
refreshed and renewed in body, mind, and
spirit. (Itisnot atimefor routinework, mid-
career assessment, job search, retirement
planning, or terminal leave.)

Sabbatical is more than avacation
from meetings, budgets, sermons, and
peoplein need. Itisatimefor Cal to
receive spiritual nourishment and a change
in perspective, to deepen his relationship
with God, himself, and hisfamily - aseason
of spiritual growth. Thisspecial timewill
also be a season of growth for the entire
congregation.

Do other clergy go on sabbatical?
Thereisagrowing trend to recapture
the sabbatical leave as a part of clergy
health across the nation and across
denominational lines. Studies have shown
that healthy pastors and growing congre-
gationsallow timefor spiritual renewal for
congregational leaders. Just as Jesus, the
Good Shepherd, took time away to pray

We have been blessed with
stable leadership at First
Baptist. Adele Cofer has
been with us for twenty five
years as our Music director
and Cal Lord has served as
our Pastor for twenty years.

and be with God, our shepherds need to be
moreintentional too. ABCUSA isnow
encouraging all our sister churches to offer
Sabbatical study leaves after a pastor has
been in place for seven years.

How longwill Pastor Lord begone?

The pastor will be Commissioned for
his Sabbatical Study on June 12, at which
timehisLeavewill officially begin. Heis
scheduled to return to our church on
August 14. Thereis achance that he will
be away for two more weeks though. His
daughter, Sarah, is a contestant in the
Outstanding Connecticut Teen Pageant. |f
shewins, hewill accompany her to Florida
and be away on vacation time. Either way,
Hewill be back for good on August 24

What will Pastor Lord bedoingon his
sabbatical?

Pastor Lord will be attending three
major conferences during hisleave. The
first conferencewill bein New York City.
Sponsored by Integrity Music, the
conference will focus on “Worship that
Transforms” and feature Dr. Jack Hayford,
Pastor of Church on the Way in Van Nuys,
CA.

Our Pastor will then travel to Chicago
for a“Worship & Arts’ Conference at
Willow Creek Community Church. Willow

Creek isknown for itsworship services
that use drama and technology to reach
out to those who have never been in
church before.

Thethird conferencewill bein Denver,
Colorado as part of theABCUSA Biennial
events. Hewill be meeting with Brad
Bergland, a pastor and author of the book,
Reinventing Sunday, Brad will beleading
and talking about the latest trendsin
worship called “ Emerging worship.”

Pastor Lord will also usethistimeto
compile hisweekly epistlesinto abook
format that can be published and has
signed a contract to write a dozen sermons
for CSSPublishing.

Finally, Pastor Lord will beusing this
break from the busy life of the pastorate to
establish some personal devotional habits.
Hewill bepraying for al of uswhileheis
away as part of hiscommitment to daily
prayer and Bible Study during the sabbati-
cal leave. He hopes to develop some
prayer and devotional habits that will
“stick” once hereturnsinthefall. Hewill
also do some journaling as away to reflect
upon hiswalk with God and to discern
God'swill for him and our churchfor his
next “fiveyear” mission.

Whowill cover Pastor Lord’schurch
responsibilitiesduring hisabsence?

Right now ateam is being assembled
to handle the day to day stuff at church.
Our Administrative Assistant, Sandy
Callender, will bethe point person. You
can call the church office (889-0369) for
information and to get answers to most of
your questions. Mary Brockway, Gwyn
Green and Buffy McFallswill beworking
with her to handle scheduling of events,
bulletin announcements, and any other
technical questions concerning the day to
day stuff.

Whowill | call toplan aspecial service?
The church office will be open during
its usual hours Monday through Thursday
from 9:00 - noon. Sandy will bein contact
with Oliver Bray and the Deaconsto
discuss, “Infant dedications, weddings,
funerals and other special servicesto be



Sabbatical News

held at the church. Please be advised that
if the special service can wait until
September, Pastor Lord would loveto bea
part of it.

Whodol contact if | haveinformation for
thechurch bulletin or for an activity or
event scheduled at thechurch this
summer ?

Call the church office (889-0369) and
talk to Sandy, our Administrative Assis-
tant. Office hourswill be Monday -
Thursday from 9:00 am. to noon.

Whodol contact about Youth Group
Activitiesor Camp Wightman sessions?

You can call Kay Lautzenheiser (535-
1395.) Kay hasseveral activities planned
for the kidsthis summer. Sheisalso our
point person for Camp Wightman registra-
tions and scholarships.

Whowill conduct wor ship at Church?
Curt Brockway, George Rezendes,

George Strouse and Bob Walker have
agreed to serve as worship assistants this
summer. They will beworking withthe
guest preachers to lead worship. The
Sabbatical committee has secured the
following individual sto preach from our
pul pit this summer. We hope you will take
this opportunity to hear God speak to us
through different voices this summer.

June 19 - John Fear

July 17 - Jim Bober

June 26 - Burt Crooks

July 24 - Vaughn Foster

July 3- Burt Crooks

July 31 - Earl Heinrichon

July 10 - Vaughn Foster

August 7 - Earl Heinrichon

A short biography on each of the
preachers can be found on the following
pages and on our new church web site at
www.fbcnorwich.org.

Whoshould | contact for special prayer
requests?

You may contact our office to have
names placed on the weekly prayer list. If
youwouldlikeavisit or if thereisafamily
or personal crisis, call Oliver Bray at 887-
9481 or on hiscell phoneat 334-7195.
Oliver will arrangeavisit or put youin
contact with one of Pastor Lord's col-
leagues who have agreed to offer pastoral
care in his absence.

Whoshould | contact if thereisaproblem
with thechurch building or grounds?
George Rezendes (889-8372) and Brian
Goldin (984-3598) can bereached to handle
all problems concerning the church itself.

Whowill pay for thesabbatical ?

The 2005 church budget makes
allowances for our guest preachers. Pastor
Lord will be using money budget for
Continuing Education and Convention
Expenses to pay for the conference
registrationsand travel expenses. Hewill
be getting his regular pay to cover his
family expenseswhileheisonleave.

Will Pastor Lord bein contact with First
Baptist during hissabbatical ?

An important part of a sabbatical isto
make acomplete break from things. The
only people who will bein direct contact
with himwhile heisaway will behisfamily.
Intheunlikely event that some extraordi-
nary news absolutely must be communi-

cated, Oliver Bray will betheliaisonto
Pastor Lord.

Please do not engage Pastor Lord in
conversations about the church if you see
him during his sabbatical. It may seem rude
to ask this of the church family, but it is
important for Pastor Lord to learnto leave
some thingsin God's hands. None-the-
less, hewill be praying for al of us.

Feel freeto ask him about his experi-
ences, hisfamily or the Detroit Tigers.

What if aquestion/concern ariseswhile
Cal isgone?

The sabbatical planning committee
will serve asa“ clearinghouse” for
questions and concerns. Ultimately, the
Boards of Deacons and Trusteeswill take
care of any major concernsthat arise
during Pastor Lord's sabbatical.

How will weget “ reacquainted” when Cal
returns?

On Sunday, August 28 our service will
include abrief “welcome back” celebration.
In addition, wewill find sometimeat our
September Congregational Meeting to
share our experiences (both the Pastor’s
and the church’s) aswell as beginning a
process of evaluation and long-term
visioning process for the church. A retreat
may beintheworksfor al interested
persons as we begin to discern together
what God is calling us to be/do asa
congregation.

on Sunday July 3rd
=% 1t Continues through Labor Day




Sabbatical News

Come Meet Five Guest Ministers

June 19, 2005 @ 10:30 a.m.

John Fear wasborn and

raisedin Norwich. His

grandfather, Walter HPJ
Schoepfer, was the pastor at =% | #—
First Baptist Church from G

1957 -1967, atimewhenthe Q»_
church wasaive and filled =
with activity. John was born during
that time and he came here as a boy
with his parents and three brothers. He
and his grandparents were very close
and John developed alove for the
Lord.

After High School, John enlisted in
theU.S. Air Force and served for six
years. Upon his discharge, he settled in

'_ :1
.

Norwich and took a position with
TravelersInsurance in Hartford. For the
last sixteen years he has served
them and today heisthe
National Director of Agency
_‘%-_ Development. Inhissparetime
— heenjoys bicycling, basketball
and camping.
John has always been
guided by hisfaith and as a
young man he got involved with the
Seventh Day Adventist Church. An avid
student of the Bible, he soon was
recognized for his giftsand served in
many |leadership positions over the
years. A gifted speaker and enthusiastic
disciple, we are pleased to have John
with us on Father’s Day.

“For it was the Father’s good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him and
through Himto reconcile all things to himself... He has now reconciled you in order to
present you before Him holy and blamel ess and beyond reproach- if indeed you continue
in the faith firmly established and steadfast and not moved away from the hope of the

gospel that you have heard...” Col 1: 19

July 31 2005 @ 9:30 a.m.
August 7, 2005 @ 9:30 a.m.

Earl Henrichon wasbornin
Cambridge and wasraised in Needham /
Dover Mass. He attended Central CT
State University majoring in education.
Hisseminary degreeisfrom Gordon-
Conwell Theological Seminary.

For the last 20 years he has worked
at aCommunity Mental Health Agency
inNE CT and iscurrently Vice President
of Services. He oversees all agency
programsincluding, Domestic Violence,
Mental Health Crisisand Counseling,
Group Homes, and Youth Prevention

Earl hasbeen in the ministry for 30
years and the last ten have been
involved with Intentional Interims. His
specialty isvision planning, conflict
management, and laying biblical

foundations. Heiscertified with Interim
Ministry Network, anationally known
Interim training /resource group.

“My ministry focus is apologetics;
laying asolid foundation for faith. |
want to provide areasoned and intellec-
tually credible answer to questions that
people ask in this generation.”

Earl hasjust finished avery
successful three year interim ministry at
the First Baptist Church of Lebanon.
Earl ismarriedtoAngie, avocalist,
organist and choir director. They have
two children 29 and 23; oneismarried,
with the other to soon follow in October.
They also served as foster parentsto a
severely developmentally disabled man
for almost 17 years.

Pastor Earl islooking forward to
meeting the church family at First
Baptist in Norwich.

July 17,2005 @ 9:30 a.m.

Jim Bober hasthe heart of a
servant. Hegrew up inthe areaand
happens to be the brother of our own,
June Deptul ski.

After graduating high school, Jim
embarked on acareer in healthcare and
has been serving developmentally
challenged individuals for the better
part of the last twenty years. Heisthe
Residential Director at Northeast
Placement Servicesin Woodstock. His
service overseess two group homes
and 18 individuals scattered through-
out eastern Connecitcut in a supported
living program.Thisishow helivesout
his Christian calling in theworkplace.

Jim cameto know Christin 1976 at
the age of 16 and got involved with the
Harvest Light Christian Center in
North Windham. He has since been
called to serve as an Elder of the
Church and isin the process of
seeking ordination through his
denomination which is Independent
and Pentecostal. Jim also has a
longstanding connection with the
Connecticut Christian Prison Minis-
trieswhich has used him to lead Bible
studies and counsel inmates at area
prisons. Jimiscurrently receiving
training in Police Chaplaincy whichis
another areaof interest for him.

Jimand hiswife, Patty, maketheir
home in Woodstock and have four
children, Michael, Sarah, Jesse and
Rachel, ages eight to seventeen living
at home and keeping them busy. We
arevery pleased that Jim will bewith
usonJuly 17.

To the
Sabbatical
Committee for
lining up such
wonderful preachers during
Dr. Lord’s leave.




Sabbatical News

Who Will Fill our Pulpit in 2005

June 26, 2005 @ 10:30 a.m. &
July 3,2005 @ 9:30 a.m.

Burt Crooks has been a successful
Pastor and American Baptist L eader for
the past forty five years. Hisroots werein
southern New Jersey where he was born
and raised but as a young man he traveled
to Michigan where he earned his
Bachelor’s Degree from Kaamazoo
College. Feeling the call to ministry, he
enrolled at Colgate Rochester Divinity
School in New York and successfully
completed his Master of Divinity Degree.
Recognizing his outstanding gifts for
ministry, Burt was ordained and soon
began his ministry just twenty five
minutesfrom here at the Voluntown
Baptist Church. A few yearslater he
accepted the call to the First Baptist/
South Congregational Churchin New
Britain. He served there as the Senior
Pastor for the next 24 years.

gt

While serving the local churches,
Burt also served the region with
distinction. Heisaformer President of
ABCCONN and atwo term representa-
tiveto the General Board of ABCUSA,
serving atotal of eight years on the
national scene. He has served as
Chairman of ABCCONN'’s Departments
of Christian Outreach, Business &
Finance and Commission on the
Ministry. He has also served many terms

on the Board of Managers. Today he
continues his wider serviceto the
region by volunteering on the Commit-
teeon ABCCONN Relationships.

Since hisretirement adecade ago,
Burt has kept busy. He has served as
an interim Pastor for five separate
congregationsin Connecticut. A few
years ago he and hiswife, Patti, moved
to Uncasville so they could be closer to
their two daughters and their families.
Rev. Claudine Crooksisthe Pastor of
the Poquonnock Bridge Baptist Church.
Her husband isthe Rev. Kevin Buitler,
Director of Camp Wightman. Their
daughter, Rebecca, and her husband,
Michael Freeman are active members of
the Old Mystic Baptist Church. Michael
teaches in Stonington and is the
treasurer of the Connecticut Education
Association. Burt and Patti have 5
grandchildren that they spoil rotten.

We are delighted that Burt is coming.

Join us early and
often this summer
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The early bird
catches the worm.

July 10, 2005 @ 9:30a.m. &
July 24,2005 @ 9:30 a.m.

Rev. Vaughn Foster grew upin
Plainfield, New Jersey in. Heand his
siblings were encouraged to reach for the
best and to seek to overcome any ob-
stacles that the world put in their way. His
early experiencesin church helped mold
him and helped him see that God had a
special calling for him.

In January of 1987, Vaughn accepted the
Lord’sleading and enrolled at Lincoln
University to pursue hisBachelor’s
Degree. While he was there, he served as
the Chaplain’sAssistant and led Bible
studies and prayer meetings. He graduate
in 1991 and went on to Drew University

and received his Master of Divinity
Degreein 1994. Heiscurrently working
on his Doctor of Ministry degree at
Drew University.

Vaughn served as the Youth Minister at
Mt. Olive Baptist Church of

Hackensack, NJwhilein seminary. He
also served as Minister to Lost Sheep
for two yearsfollowing graduation. In
1996, he accepted the call to become the
Senior Pastor of Grace Baptist Churchin
Trenton, New Jersey. While he was
there, he becameinvolved in regional
and national ministries of the denomina-
tion, seeking to serve the Lord in the
larger community. He also served asa
chaplain for the Trenton Area Campus
ministriesand got involved in leading

young adults into a deeper relationship
with the Lord. In January of 2005,
Vaughn left Grace Baptist Church to
givemoretimeto writing and pursuing
God’s call to preach as an evangelist in
the churches.

Vaughn is the author of two books of
poetry, The Christian Poetry Novel
(1988) and Poetic Expressions of God's
Love(1993).

Vaughn and Lisaweremarriedin 1991
and they have two children, Vaughn
Aaron, Jr. and Elijah Daniel. They are
presently house searching in the Ohio,
West Virginiaareaand are waiting on
the Lord for their next move. We are
very pleased to have Vaughn and his
family ministering to usthis summer.




Youth Ministry

Come See The
Donut Man

Sunday, June 26
at 2:00 p.m.
at Fitch High School

Rob Evans is a top Christian
music artist known as the
Donut Man

"Life without Jesus is like a donut,
cause there's a hole in the middle
of your heart.”

Featuring the best in Christian music
and videos! Songs that teach, & Songs
that praise 'The Donut Man travels the
world doing Christian concerts for
kids, and is known for his fun Bible

story-songs.

Signup at Churchtoregister and
reserveyour ticket.

We're Going to Six Flags!

We are planning our Annual Trip to Six Flagson
Saturday, June 11 at 9:00 am. Thereisasign up sheet
at church. We need to get advance registrations for the
best price so call to save your spot today. Cost is
$22.00 per person. Scholarship helpisavailable.

$$$ Dollars for college $$$

We're in the process of reviewing
applications for The Annual FBC
Scholarships for college students.

Applications are available at
church. Please fill out and return
your form by June 12.

Primary & Junior High School

Pool Party

Sunday, July 10
(‘fr'ﬂ ,From noon - 3:00 p.m. |

@; Bring your swim suits,
Bring your enthusiasm, |
Bring your selves!

Hosted by Wendy & Jennifer Dart at
51 Green Brier Rd, Norwich




Upcoming Events

\

Its Tag Sale time!
W Saturday, June 4, 9 - 2pm.

Check out our treasures! Tell
your friends.

Come help the day of the sale.

Come at 2:00 p.m. and help clean up

\_ /

The Kitchen
Remodeling T
Project is in the _}ff”
planning stages. |‘ |

Your input is L £t AR
needed. Renovation Project

Please contact George
Rezendes to join this ad hoc
design committee.

Celebrate with our Grads and Dads on June 19.

We will set aside afew minutes during
our worship service on Sunday, June 19 to
recognize our graduates from College. We
are very proud of these young people and
want to rejoice over their accomplishment.
Thisyear’s graduates include:

Plainfield High School - Mark Kane
Eastern Connecticut State University -Mandy Guillemette
Eastern University - Timothy Rezendes

JOIN US FOR A SCRAPING AND
PAINTING PARTY
9:00 a.m.

We’re looking for you!

On June 25 we will
concentrate on scraping
the front porches and
overhangs and prepar-

ing them for painting
WDI‘E %.'1}'

and staining.
it Thmreh

OnJduly 9wewill
finish preping and
then paint the doors,
overhangs and stain
the porches.

Serviceof Ordination & Installation
Cometo aservicefor Valerie King, held at the
United Church of Stonington onJune12 @ 4
pm. Receptionin Fellowhsip Hall. All are
invited.  Directions on the bulletin board.

Blood Drivein Norwich

June 13 or June 29. Please help by giving blood.
Call 1-800-448-3543 for an appointment. See
bulletin board for details

Wednesday Praise and [

Prayer will continue ":ﬁﬂf*“
through the i)
summer at 7:00 p.m. I'_eri'}f’ =
Come and be [\ .Hl“r Tk
refreshed & renewed. i 7"

Couples Club Outing
e, —4f) The Sky Box

} at the Navigators.
H,:IE-'*._? Hold the Date:
“Friday, August 19

o it ko

Can you take a turn mowing the church lawn?
3ign up sheet on the board outside the Sanctuary




Nurturing The Family

Excerpts from A Marriage
Revolution...

Why Forgive?

...What makes a Christian marriage
work is to forgive from our hearts,
just as Jesus forgave us. He did so
by taking our sins upon himself.
For us, forgiving others means
we're willing to live with the conse-
guences of our Spouse’s sins.

How to forgive:

Okay, we all know we should
forgive- after all, that's what
Christ commands us to do.
But how exactly do we forgive?

1. Acknowledge the hurt.

Thefirst step isto allow yourself to
say, | was hurt/offended when my spouse
did/said this. Sometimes we deny the pain.
Wethink, “That hurt didn’t matter”.
Instead of suppression our feelings, we
must come to grips with them. Instead of
turning from the pain and anger, we must
facethem.

2. Gently confront.

When a transgression occurs, ask for
an explanation. Rather than saying, “You
barbarian! You have the sensitivity of
gravel. How could you do such a
horrid thing to me? Don’t you
love me?’ ask, “When you

insulted me, | was surprised. Retipe For Happiness A

You're usually very sensitive. Can by .-?":: |

you tell mewhat was going on?’ i _!:"'f'*

Thisismorerespectful and will jaami Moffett P 5 1
=

usually keep the door open for

Pretarmt Your Heart with Pragyer

focus on the forgiveness aspect rather
than the negative thoughts

« for the Holy Spirit to be your
comforter

« for agift of empathy.

It'sdifficult to emphasizewith a
spouse who has hurt us. But we can ask
God to work actively within usto help us
see things from our spouse’'s point of view,
to help us understand why our mate did or
said the things that hurt or bothered us-
even if that’s against our natural desires.

4. Srive for humility.

When we're wronged, it's easy to feel
morally superior. Toforgive, though, |
need to see myself as not so different from
my offender. By recognizing that there
have been plenty of timeswhen I’ve hurt
my spouse, sometimesintentionally, | can
see, inhumility, our similarities. Then |
think of thetimes|’ vereceived forgive-
ness. How many times has God forgiven
me? How many times have other people,
including my spouse, forgiven me?

5. Sart with the easiest offenses.

If one hurt istoo difficult to forgive,
try forgiving an easier one. Put the hard
oneaside until later. Try again tomorrow. If
you want to forgive but can’t, keep
practicing. It may taketime, but forgiving
happens.

. . (mem— s |
genuine dialogue. ! i
1 eaping cup of Line ]
1 cup Forgiverseds
3. Pr ay. T cup Patignce T"-‘.
Sometimes recalling ahurt or i thep Peoce - iy T
9 2 thp oy i _jay

offense can throw usinto a |
tailspin. So here’swhat to pray for
and about:

* to protect your mind, to

T S GErliErieds

6. Choose to reconcile.

Forgiveness can help promote
reconciliation, because it softens attitudes.
Reconciliationisall about deciding to talk,
talking gently inlove, empathizing,
repairing any hurt feelings (sooner rather
than later), and building a sense of loving
devotion that both people feel.

7. Anticipate that the wounds will
still hurt.

When people have worked through
the past to reach forgiveness, they often
think (irrationally) that they’ I never
remember the hurt again. If they do recall
the hurt and reexperience pain, they think
that their forgiveness was a fraud. Not so.
A remembered hurt does not equal
unforgiveness.

8. Hold on to forgiveness.

Don't dwell on negative emotions
whenyou recall theincident. Remind
yourself that you' ve forgiven the person.
We can exert self-control to reach forgive-
ness. Self-control is part of the fruit of the
Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:23), sowedon’t
need to exert it by gut-it-out effort. We can
anticipate that God wants to produce self-
control in us, so he'll be motivated to help
us.

This article appeared in Marriage

Partnership in the Spring 2005
edition. Printed with

| permission. Copyright
2005.
Adapted from Forgiving
and Reconciling:
Bridges to Wholeness
and Hope.

If you would like to
; subscribe to this maga-
zine, please check with
the church office.

i Lhorcugily, Frost with tencermess, Sumpathy & Kinoaese,



Wit and Wisdom

FIRST GRADERSRESPONSE TOLIFE

A first grade teacher had twenty
students in her class and she presented
each child thefirst half of awell known
proverb and asked them to come up with
the remainder of the proverb. It's hard to
believe these were actually done by first
graders. Their insight may surprise you.
While reading these please keep in mind
that these are six year old first graders
because the last one is classic!

1. Don't change horses........ until they
stop running.
2. Strikewhilethe................. bugisclose.
3. Never underestimate the power of ......
termites.
4. You can lead a horse to water but

....hnow?
5. Don't bitethe hand that ....... looks dirty.
6.Amissisasgoodasa........c.c........ Mr.

7.You can't teach an old dog new.....math.
8. If you liedownwith dogs, you'll .......
stink in the morning.

9.Lovedl, trust ......cccoevvrvrvenn. me.

10. Thepenismightier thanthe........... pig.

11. Anidlemindis................ the best way
torelax.

12. Happy the bridewho............... getsall
the presents.

13.Apenny savedis......c..cccuenee. not much.

14. Two'scompany, three's............. the
Musketeers.

15. Laugh and the whole world laughs
withyou but cry and ........ you haveto

blow your nose.

16. Therearenonesoblind as..............
Stevie Wonder.

17. Children should be seen and not .....
spanked or grounded.

18. If at first you don't succeed .......... get
new batteries.

19. When theblind lead theblind ......... get
out of the way.

Andthe WINNER!

20. Better latethan................... pregnant.

Why God Made Mothers

Answers given by elementary school age
children to the following questions:

Why did God make mothers?

1. She'sthe only one who knows where
the scotch tape is.

2. Mostly to clean the house.

How did God make mothers?

1. He used dirt, just like for the rest of us.
2. Magic plus super powers and alot of
stirring.

3. God made my mom just the samelike he
made me. He just used bigger parts.

What ingredients are mothers made of?
1. God makes mothers out of clouds and
angel hair and everything nicein the
world and one dab of mean.

2. They had to get their start from men’s
bones. Then they mostly use string, |
think.

Why did God give you your mother and
not some other mom?

1. We'rerelated.

2. God knew shelikesmealot morethan
other people’smomslike me.

What kind of little girl was your mom?
1.1 don’t know because | wasn’t there,
but my guess would be pretty bossy.

2. They say she used to be nice.

What did mom need to know about dad
before she married him?

1. Hislast name.

2. She had to know hisbackground. Like
is he acrook? Does he get drunk on beer?
Doeshe make at least $800 ayear? Did he
say NO to drugs and Y ES to chores?

Why did your mom marry your dad?

1. My dad makes the best spaghetti in the
world. And my mom eatsalot.

2. My grandma says that mom didn’t have
her thinking cap on.

Who's the boss at your house?
1. Mom doesn’t want to be boss, but she
has to because dad’s such a goofball.

What would it take to make your mom
perfect?

1. Ontheinside she's perfect. Outside, |
think some kind of plastic surgery.

2. Diet. Youknow, her hair. I’d diet blue.

If you could change one thing about your
mom, what would it be?

1. She hasthisweird thing about me
keeping my room clean. I'd get rid of that.
2.1 would like for her to get rid of those
invisible eyes on the back of her head.




Wit and Wisdom

BASEBALL at its’ BEST!

At a fundraising dinner for a
school that serves learning disabled
children, the father of one of the
students ... offered a question: “When
not interfered with by outside influ-
ences, everything nature doesis done
with perfection. Yet my son, Shay,
cannot learn things as other children
do. He cannot understand things as
other children do. Whereis the natural
order of thingsin my son?”

The audience was stilled by the query.
The father continued. “ | believe, that
when a child like Shay comes into the
world, an opportunity to realize true
human nature presents itself, and it
comes in the way other people treat
that child.”

Then hetold thefollowing story:

Shay and his father had walked past
apark where some boys Shay knew were
playing baseball. Shay asked, Do you
think they’ Il let me play?’

Shay’s father knew that most of the
boys would not want someone like Shay
on their team, but the father also
understood that if his son were allowed
to play, it would give him amuch-
needed sense of belonging. Shay’s
father approached one of the boys on
thefield and asked if Shay could play.
The boy looked around for guidance
and, getting none, he took matters into
his own hands and said, “We're losing
by six runsand the gameisin the
eighth inning. | guess he can be on our
team and we'll try to put himinto bat in
the ninth inning.”

In the bottom of the eighth inning,
Shay’s team scored a few runs but was still
behind by three. In the top of the ninth
inning, Shay put on aglove and played in
the outfield. Even though no hits came his
way, he was obviously ecstatic just to be
in the game and on thefield, grinning from
ear to ear as hisfather waved to him from
the stands.

In the bottom of the
ninth inning, Shay’steam
scored again. Now, with
two outs and the bases
|oaded, the potential
winning run was on base
and Shay was scheduled to
be next at bat.

At this juncture, do
they let Shay bat and give
away their chancetowin
the game? Surprisingly, Shay was given
the bat. Everyone knew that a hit was all
but impossible ‘ cause Shay didn’t even
know how to hold the bat properly, much
less connect with the ball.

However, as Shay stepped up to the
plate, the pitcher moved in afew stepsto
lob the ball in softly so Shay could at least
be able to make contact. Thefirst pitch
came and Shay swung clumsily and missed.
The pitcher again took afew steps forward
to toss the ball softly towards Shay. As the
pitch camein, Shay swung at the ball and
hit a slow ground ball right back to the
pitcher.

The pitcher picked up the soft
grounder and could have easily thrown the
ball to the first baseman. Shay would have

WERE 60ING TO A

BALL GAME!

been out and that would have been the end
of the game. Instead, the pitcher took the
ball and turned and threw the ball on a high
arctoright field, far beyond the reach of
the first baseman.

Everyone started yelling, “ Shay, run to
first! Runtofirst!” Neverinhislifehhad
Shay ever madeit to first base. He scam-
pered down the baseline, wide-eyed and
startled. Everyone yelled, “Run to second,
run to second!” By the time Shay rounded
first base, theright fielder had
theball. He could have
thrown the ball to the second-
baseman for the tag, but he
understood the pitcher’s
intentions and intentionally
threw the ball high and far
over the third-baseman’s
head.

Shay ran toward second
base as the runners ahead of
him deliriously circled the
bases toward home. Shay reached second
base, the opposing shortstop ran to him,
turned him in the direction of third base,
and shouted, “Run to third!” As Shay
rounded third, the boys from both teams
were screaming, “ Shay, run home!” Shay
ran to home, stepped on the plate, and was
cheered as the hero who hit the “grand
slam” and won the game for histeam.

“That day,” said the father softly with
tears now rolling down hisface, “the boys
from both teams hel ped bring a piece of
true love and humanity into thisworld.”

-froma circulating email

If College Students Wrote The Bible

The Last Supper would have been eaten
the next morning — cold.

The Ten Commandmentswould actually
be only five — double-spaced and
writteninalargefont.

A new edition would be published every
two yearsin order to limit reselling.

Forbidden fruit would have been eaten
because it wasn’t cafeteriafood.

Paul’s|etter to the Romanswoul d becomePaul’s
emall to buse@romans.gov.

Reason Cain killed Abel: they were room-
mates.

Reason why Moses and followers walked
in the desert for 40 years: they didn’t want
to ask directionsand look like freshmen.

Instead of God creating theworld in six
days and resting on the seventh, he would
have put it off until the night before to get
it done.



The Good Life

P : .
Recipes of the Month:
o from the FBC Family Cookbook
'E‘J'"-w ; ? L ow-FAT PoTATO SALAD
L= =) & e
v 11/2Ibs. small potatoes 1 T. minced fresh parsley
3/4 C. plainyogurt 2 t. tarragon

3 T. white wine vinegar 1/2 medium onion, chopped

Join us at FBC 1 T. minced fresh dill 1 sm. carrot, shredded

Coox potatoes until tender but firm. Cool & dlice. In alarge bowl,
M onNDAY& THURSDAY EVENINGS 7 - 8:30

combineremaining ingred. Add potatoes & stir. Chill for several hrs.
PHONE Sanpy: 860-608-4349 Y IELD: 8 SERVINGS. (J. PENDLETON)

Share Your Blessings CHICKEN SaLAD

3 C. cooked chicken 1t. salt
Thru Our Food Pantry 3T. lemonjuice 12t dried mustard
We have targeted the 2nd 1/2 C. toasted, dlivered 1 t. curry powder
Foa v Sunday of each month as atime amonds 1-1/2 C. seedless grapes
% whenwecanall bring in bottled 1 C. pineappletidbits 1/4 C. diced water chestnuts
i1y _+4* & canned goods for our Pantry, 1 C. mayonnaise

n Tty
Lk B

but contributions can be accepted

. Toss together chicken and lemon juice. Cover and refrigerate for 1
any day the officeis open.

hour. Combine mayonnaise, salt, dry mustard and curry powder in a

small bowl!. Add remaining ingredientsto chicken. Blend mayonnaise

Enjoy a sociable morning he|p|ng us mIXtUI’eIntO Ch'ckm mIX'[UI‘e (J SEDER)
fold and label the monthly newsletter. We
usually do it during the last week of the P -5 =
month. New volunteers are needed!! g f_?-* : :'| ﬁ:';l 0 P, ol
Please call the office at 889-0369. (o wmRg A EW S
i g LR e L. 7o E z l-'-' E Fi

PROPHET, a Novel, by Frank E. Peretti

“You will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” (John 8:32)

John Barrett, anchorman for “NewsSix at Five,” the city’s most watched newscast, has a problem. His
comfortable, successful world isbeing jarred to the breaking point. He's caught his producer skewing a story to fit
her own prejudices, then lying to cover her tracks - and she appears to be hiding something much bigger. Hisfather’s
“accidental” death suddenly isn’'t looking so accidental. Carl, his estranged son, hasreturned to challenge hisintegrity
and probe to find the man behind the TV image. The supposedly professional and objective newsroom is now divided
and fighting over Truth. And what are these mysterious “voices’ Barrett is hearing...

Prophet carries...plenty of edge-of-the-seat action, nail-biting suspense, breakneck pacing, and blow-you-out-
of-the-water spiritual impact. But more than this, it penetrates to the very heart of avast struggle that threatens to
tear our society to pieces, the struggle over which vision of moral authority will define our nation.

(This book can be borrowed from the Church Office. Please come in and see us.)




Ministry to Families

News from our Church family...

Three of the young men who have
been worshipping with usrecently
competed in the Special Olympicsand
did quite well. We congratul ate them...
Bethany Brown enjoyed another
successful year as a leader on the
Plymouth State College Lacross Team.
She earned several team and personal
honors. We are so
proud of her ... The
Allens and the Vanases
traveled to New
Orleansthis spring and
had a great time...
Mark_and Pam Kane,
Karen and Ed Barber,
Fran and Mark Rogers
all traveled to Maine
with their familiesfor
the wedding of their
brother John’s oldest
daughter, Ruth... Amy
Brockway has ac-
cepted aninternshipin
Californiathissummer.
Our prayers go with
her... Chelsey Calkins received a
“Citizen of the Year Award” at school
and was chosen to go to a Navigators
game and receive special recognition.
Congratulations... Ray and June
Deptulski went to Las Vegas

School.

Schuyler Keithley just
graduated from High

her Associates Degree in General
Studies... Do you remember little
Schuyler Keithley? Well shejust
graduated from Lamar High School
Highin Grand Prairie, Texasand is
quite ayoung lady... Sarah Lord will be
competing in the Connecticut Out-
standing Teen Pageant at the Garde
Theater later this month.
This comes on top of her
being elected to serve as
Class President for her
Senior Year at NFA...
Rosie and Les Main, and
Brian Goldintraveledto
Oklahomato witness Carol
McMillan's college gradua-
tion. They had agood trip
but were happy to be
home... Nancy Oat was
off tovisitfamilyin
Kansas... Randy and
Penny Sargent are getting
pretty excited as their new
houseislooking more and
more like a home every
day. They hopeto movein by late
summer/early spring... April Rezendes
is getting excited about her six week
journey to Russiathis summer. She
leavesin early June...

We think of Michelle
Lord and Beverly
Duntz, asthey both go
for surgery thismonth
to remove malignant
tumors. We pray for
complete success and
healing... We think of Bob
Buchowiecki as he goes for another
test on Friday, June 3 to determine the
success of histreatments. Heis doing
very well so far. Keep praying... We
lift up LesMainin our continuing
prayersin his battle..._Remember
Elizabeth Isenburg as she continuesto
suffer from the effects of Lyme
disease... We think of Myra
Christensen and Sue Sucholet in
continuing prayer... Welift up Jeannine
Pestey as she heads into her last
trimester and pray that she and the
baby make it to term...
Curt Brockway will be
going into the hospital for
surgery later thismonth.
Think of him... Welift up
the grandmothers of
Mike Staron, Laura Howe and Sean
Jones and the grandfather of Cheryl
Dutrumble asthey go through difficult
times... We lift up Adele Cofer in our
prayers as her back problems con-
tinue... Armin Harris sprained his

on business and managed to

shoulder and Dave Mehlinger
had a concussion after a

find alittletimetorelax inthe
sun... Mark Dunaj and Cal
Lord went to a Yankee-Tiger
game in the Bronx. Unfortu-
nately the Yankeeswon 12 -3,
but they still had agood time...
Jennifer Fraser and Amy
Rezendes both graduated from
Three Rivers Community
Collegethisspring. Jennifer
received a certificate in
Graphic and Communication
Artsand Amy finished with

e
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collisonintheoutfield last

THE THOMASES

month. Both are doing much
better...

LAST APPEARAMCE

Lift up thefamiliesin our

||3 MeaTHS L WEEKS

congregationinyour personal
prayers. We al need encour-

MiLLis

agement to stand strong. We
also remember Jean and
Steve Roscoe, Edith
Robinson, DorisRoyce, Doris
Regets, Myrtle Henry, Lois

L opez and Ruth White in our
prayers...




In Mission

Habitat for Humanity

of Southeastern Connecticut

Did you know that 100%
of thefunding to build homes

comesfrom thelocal community

from concerned peoplelike us,
and without our generosity they
simply could not bebuilding
homesfor familiesin need?

Money given to Habitat for
Humanity ispresently making it
possiblefor thegroup to build
thefollowing:

1) Davis Farms, a Habitat
Community of 6 homesin New
London currently underway.

2) Colonia Arms, aHabitat
Community of 4 homesin
Ledyard, currently underway.
3) Fitch Avenue, New London,
homesto begin mid summer.

4) Crescent Street, 1 Habitat
homein New London to begin
mid summer. ...

A Total of 13 homes in various stages of
development!

Because of people like you and me, 13 very-
low income mothersand their familiesin our
community will have ahome that’s safe,
warm and affordable. All will purchase the
home with a no profit- no interest mortgage
from Habitat, after compl eting 400 hours of
sweat equity (labor) working on their home, or
the homes of other Habitat families.

We have forever made a difference in their
lives. As a church, we budgeted a mere $150
to thisvery important work in 2005. But when
you add what we gave to the many gifts of
other churches, civic organizationsand
individuals, it goesalong way to do alot of
good.

“My family has been selected to receive a
home. Thank you for your contribution.
God Bless, Catherine Donahue & Family

Capital Campaign Is Under Way for Camp
Wightman and Ministries of ABCCONN

Wewelcomed Tim Batesinto
our pulpit last month to shareabit

about the ABCCONN Capital
Campaignfor Camp Wightman.
Weall know what aprecious

resource Camp Wightman isbut

Timlifted up the current project

and shared hisenthusiasm for what it

will meantofuturecampers.

In order to increase the capacity of
thedining hall and creste anew space

for worship and program,
ABCCONN isgoingthrougha

hall. Many of our young people have
enjoyed their experiencesat Camp
over theyearsand know how impor-
tant thisproject will be. Some of you
may be contacted by Tim about agift.
If you do not hear from him, speak to

Capital Campaign to raise $475,000
to put amajor addition of thedining

Pastor Lord and hewill tell you how to
makeapledge or gift to the Campaign.

Newsfrom our missionariesin Haiti

Dear Loved Ones,

May the
peace of the
Risen Lord be
with each and
every one of
you. We
praiseHim
daily for His
care. Wewould liketo pray for the
Daniel family. Daniel isaschool teacher
and hiswifeisafulltime house wife.
They havefivechildren and livein Bel
Hotesse area about a ten minute drive
from our house. A school teacher can
not make ends meet with the money he
makes from teaching. That iswhy many
moonlight to help their familiessurvive.
Women who work with Kihomi have
asked for prayersfor the Daniel family.
Oneday, Kihomi went with her women
tovisit thefamily. She came back with a
broken heart and did not sleep well that
night. The oldest boy of the Daniel
family would bein hisfirst year of
college studies now. Their oldest
daughter would be about to finish high
school. One day, suddenly, the boy fell
and could not get up. Since that time,
the boy has been bedridden. Then the
daughter, who was healthy and strong,
felt sick, also. Thetwo children have
pain all over and warts developing in
their bodies. The family has seen
numerous doctors and visited many
hospitals, but, so far, nothing has
happened. After two years now, the
family isphysically, emotionally and
financially exhausted. Itisonly their
faith which givesthem thewill tolive.

We would also appreciate prayers
for the country. Violence, kidnappings
and stealing of vehicles continue.
According to Metropole Radio, 228
vehicles were stolen in the month of
March 2005 in the capital city of Port-
au-Prince.We are all doing fine, and our
children scatteredaround the world are
also in very good health.

With gratitude.Yours serving the
LordinHaiti,
Mabudiga, Kihomi and Pambi Nzunga
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The Sports Page

Hits, Runs and Wins Mark the First
Month of the 2005 Softball Season

Chip Chaffee knocked in six runs

on atear and collected 4 hits and

with a double and two homeruns asthe scored four runs. He never |ooked

FBC Softball team opened the season
with a21 - 4 victory over
Sacred Heart. No one was
surprised that the MV P of 2004
picked up right where he | eft
off. What was surprising was
the fact that he had alot of help
on the band wagon. Armin
Harris, Dave Moon and Casey
Rezendes a so homered in that
game.

In the second game of the
season, Mike Staron hit thefirst §
of histeam leading 4 home runs §=
and had hisfirst multi hit game.
As we enter June he leads the
team in batting with a.682
average.

In the third game of the
season Fred Green Sr. started

back the rest of the month and as we

theteam inruns,
hits, triplesand on
base percentage.
The team
managed to win
their first five
games with an
average of 24 runs
a game and each
night there was a
different hero.
The team
batting averageis
.550 and 13 of the
18 playerswho
have seen action
are batting over

Fred Green is one of the
fastest players we have
ever had... and he his 40 +
years old.

enter June he leads

.500. Theteam has

averaged 20 runs a
gameandis5- 2.
They could have
been6-1if it
weren't for a
collisoninright
fieldwhich
knocked two of our
hottest hitters,
Armin Harisand
Dave Mehlinger,
out of the game.

Other hot
hitters so far
include Steve
Moon, Brian Goldin
and Dave
Mehlinger.

The action continues this month.
Look for highlights of the gameson
line at www.fbcnorwich.org

Dave Mehlinger
had a dlight
concussion but
heisfine now.

Baptist Bowlers Undergo A Conversion and
Become Holy Rollers For Summer 2005

In an effort to expand and grow
our bowling league this summer, we
invited our sister churchesto come
and bow! with us. At our inaugural
meeting, we had representatives
fromthe First and Taftville Congre-
gational Churches, Norwich Wor-
ship Center, Central Baptist and the
Montville Center Church.

There are eight teams competing in
the new Holy Rollers L eague and bowlers
of every ability. Ken Kreger established a
217 average and newcomers Bill Shaw and
Chip Welch had averages of 188 and 182
respectively. Betsey Ward (166), Nancy

Schuster (152) and Lori Lord (149)
set the bar for the ladies.

f Te Most of the teams don’t have
namesyet, But Ken Kreger’steam
. won all four and the “three Saints
plusOnelost al four. Everyone
elsefell somewherein between.
®% Wewill misssomeof our

favorite bowlers from seasons past
asthey decided to take the summer off.
Curt and Mary Brockway are going to be
traveling this summer. Both were charter
membersof the group. Adele DiBiagio
Cofer isupintheair because of problems
with her back. We'll find out next week if

she can make acomeback. Sharon Fishkin
isalso siting out this summer to take care
of the children. Fred and Sandy Stone are
alsotaking abreak, asisLauraKreger.

Other newcomersthis summer include
Rev. Mark Pelletier of Taftville Congrega-
tional, Eileen Potter of Central Baptist, the
Bumpusfamily from Norwich Worship
Center and John Ross and Brian Fage from
First Congregational.

If youwould like to bowl with usthis
summer, weare looking for substofill in.
With the way things look, there could be a
spot every week for someone. Please
speak to George Rezendesif you are game.



Ministry to Youth

Sharing the Gospel
With our Children

Family devotional timewasonce common.

We may have childhood memories that make
usreluctant to spend family timein devotions,
but learning and celebrating God asafamily is
important and can positively impact onthe
whole of one'slife.

Why have a regular time of family
devations, reading the Bible, praying?

Family Devotions

The family isthe primary teacher of faith.
George Barna's research concluded that
nearly half of Americans who accepted Jesus Christ do so before age 13, and
half of them were led to Christ by their parents.

The Bible says passing on God’'sWord is the responsibility of parents: “Keep
these words that | am commanding you today in your heart. Recite them to
your children and talk about them when you are at home and when you are
away, when you lie down and when you rise’. [Deut. 6:6-7 NRSV]

Guidelinesfor family devotions:
Make it fun!
* Find atime that best fits everyone - maybe just after supper or just
before bedtime.
* Keep it short.
* Approach your time together with humor & enthusiasm.
Make it interactive.
 Encourage comments and questions about the Scripture and your beliefs.
* Ask them to participatein the planning.
Keep it at their level.
* Beginwith scripturesthey canrelateto.
* Childrenlovestories, so bring thoseout - even tell them and makethem
relevant and exciting.

CAMP

WIGHTMAN

Now you can
register online!
(www.campwightman.org)

If you would like to go
but don’'t have the
means, please speak to
Kay Lautzenheiser
(535-1395). We
would like everyone
that wants to go, to
have the opportunity.

SCRIPTURE SUGGESTIONS

¢ John 6:1-14. Jesusfeeding the multi-
tude. Have a discussion about sharing.

® | uke 17:11-19 brings up the question of
gratitude.

® Sports enthusiast might enjoy hearing |
*Psalm 8:3-9or Psalm 19:1-4. Look atthe  Corinthians 9:24-26.
stars together and encourage discussion.
* Use an experience in nature to bring
focus to the Creator aspect of God. Read

Genesis 1 or partsof Psalm 104.

* UselLuke19:1-10tolook at being short
or selfish.

* Attitudes about doing chores are can be
compared in Luke 10:38-42 and John 12:1-2.

* Pick your favorite passages and share
what you love about them.

* Ask your child to tell you about the parts
of the Bible they know.




A Powerful Withess...

God's Middle Man

Red Sox hurler Mike Timlin is the best middle reliever in the
game-because he keeps God in the center of everything.

In 14 years as amajor league
pitcher, Mike Timlin hasrecorded 56
wins and 59 losses and a respect-
able 3.61 earned run average. He's
never appeared in the All-Star
Gameand won't likely end his
career with Hall of Fame numbers.
Instead, Timlin hassimply been one
of themost solid middlerelieversto
take to the mound in recent years.

But Timlin does have something
that many of today’s baseball
players-star athletes such as Barry
Bonds, Sammy Sosa and Albert
Pujolsincluded-can’t yet claim.
Timlin hasaWorld Seriesring.
Actually, he has three. But who's
counting?

Most will remember Timlin's
recent role on the heralded 2004
World Series Champion Boston Red
Sox. Histeam made history by
erasing a 3-0 deficit in the American
L eague Championship Series
(ALCYS) against the New York
Yankees and eradicated the so-called
“Curse of the Bambino” with a4-0
sweep of the St. Louis Cardinals. It
was Boston'sfirst World Seriestitlein
86 years.

Timlin himself wasavital part of
the effort seeing actionin 11 of the
team’s 14 post-season games. Besides
closer Keith Foulke, Timlin visited the
mound morethan any of hispitching
counterparts. In fact, Boston was 9-1
in gamesin which the right-handed
Midland, Texas, native appeared.

Timlinisno stranger to the post-
season. He's been there eight times
now including six combined visitsto
the National and American League
Championships. In Timlin'sfirst three

years alone, he helped the Toronto
Blue Jays reach the ALCS three times
and the World Series twice. It was
during the 1992 and 1993 season when
he earned his other two titlerings.

IN 1997, Timlin wastraded to
Seattle. Tabbed a*“ playoff pitcher,” he
spent the next seven seasons playing
with fivedifferent teamsincluding
Sesttle, Baltimore, St. Louis, Philadel-
phiaand Boston. After asolid outing
with the Red Sox in 2003, Timlin once
again was amajor contributor last
season. He went 5-4 in ateam-leading
76 pitching appearances.

But 2004 was all about the play-
offsand one of the most compelling
moments took place in Game 2 of the

World Series when Boston's starting

pitcher, Curt Schilling (whoisasoa
Christian) fought through a
nagging ankleinjury. Hisright
sock was blood-soaked from
fresh sutures that patched atorn
tendon. Timlin himself played a
key rolein the game when he
pitched two-thirdsof aninningto
set up Keith Foulke's save.
Boston won the contest, 6-2.

Timlin takesboth hisfaith and
hisjob seriously. Heisactively
involved in Baseball Chapel,
which holds Bible studiesthrough-
out the season, and uses the
ministry to share hisfaith with
teammates.

He believes that his effort
should come from a desire to
please God first as Paul admon-
ishesin Colossians3:23, Timlin's
favorite Bible verse. While he
| saysthat hisfaith doesn’t help
him bounce back from adversity
any faster, he does see clear
advantagesto placing Christ right
in the middle of his baseball career and
his family that consists of wife Dawn,
son Jake (age eight) and daughter
Mykala (age four).

“1 know that God is out there with
meall thetime,” Timlin says. “Win or
lose, He's still going to pat me onthe
back. My kidsare still going to love
me. That's where | get to see God's
face most of the time, in my kids. | can
give up the game-winning three-run
home run and | can come off the field
and | can be dejected and | can have a
broken heart and feel like the worst
guy intheworld and they still runupto
hug me. That’s what God does. He's
still going to run up and hug me no

matter what.”
Copryright “ New Man Magazine” , Mar/Apr05.
Used with Permission.



All Church Picnic at Fort Shantock Marks
End Of A Great Year of Sunday School

When the decision was madeto finish up the
year in May, The Sunday School wasnot sure
whereit would hold theannual picnic. Mohegan
Park doesnot allow groupsto reservethe
Pavillion beforeMemoria Day. Jeannine Pestey
suggested Fort Shantock and it was perfect.

About forty people gathered on an overcast
day toenjoy fellowshipand great picnicfoodin
thelightly wooded picnicarea. Thekidshad a
great time on the playground asthey waited for
thefood to be set out and ready. After lunch, .
Brian Goldin and Kay Lautzenheiser led thekids
through aseriesof gamesinthebig openfield.
Thenit wasonto the pinatawhere everyonegot
totakeawhack at it beforethe candy came
spilling out. 1t turned out to beabeautiful day. ! . : N
Therearemorepicturesonthechurchwebsite  David & Cindy Briggs and their kids, Laura Kreger and her boys

@www.fbcnorwich.org join the Mehlinger boys in a perfect spot to eat lunch.
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