The Ambassador

When D|d We See You Lord?
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Q/nthla Srouse (above) went shopping after church with SJe Ferguson and Sharon
Fishkin. They picked up whatever was needed to complete the 25 Thanksgiving baskets
We haveawayshad ahistory of reaching
out to help our neighbors. Thisfall welived
" thecommandto lovethy neighbor. It began
= with serving at themonthly dinnersat St.
Marks L utheran Church and continued
with collecting, shopping and delivering 25

™ Thanksgiving basketsfor TV CCA families.
- Itisongoing through our food pantry andin
our ministry to and with our children.

Thank you for donating and giving of your
timeto serveour Lord.

Zelda Earle and one of our junior
helpers are ready to serve lunch.

Heather, Bethany Katie and Chelsey are about
to make up the Thanksgiving baskets.

Sue Ferguson tells Dave Murray
what needs to be done at & Marks.

News =y
and Views Q%
From the Hill

December 2006

Inside this Newsletter:

* Christmas Eve Services at
church will be running all day in
three languages.

* Read about an opportunity to
go on a mission trip in February.

* Youth Basketball begins with
games this month.

* Check out the schedule for our
services with Central Baptist.

* Read how one Hollywood film
maker uses his faith in his work.

* Order your poinsettia plants
for this Christmas.

Bk
frrrf-ﬂrw:_?r

A Newsletter From
The First Baptist Church of Norwich
239 West Main Strest,
Norwich, CT 06360
Phone: 860-889-0369



The Church At Worship
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December 3, 2006

Guest Preacher: Amy Hollis
Scripture: Luke 21:25-38
Sermon: “Advent Presence”

December 10, 2006
Scripture: Luke 1:26-38
Sermon: “The Faith of Mary”

December 17, 2006
Scripture: Matthew 1:18-25
Sermon: “The Courage of Joseph”

December 24, 2006

ChristmasEve Sunday

Scripture: Matthew 2:1-8

Sermon: “The Hope of the Wise Men”

ChristmasEve 2006
Scripture: Luke 2:8-18
Sermon: “The Love of God”

New Nursery List IsAvailable

We want to thank those who have
volunteered to take a turn in the church
nursery this summer. Hereisthe nursery

list for thismonth:
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December 3 - Laura
Kreger & Brian Goldin
December 10 - Sandy
Stone & Sharon Fishkin
December 17 - Michelle
Alfred & RachelleWeimer
December 24 - Hired Help
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We are always looking for volunteers to
take aturn in the nursery rotation. You do
not have to have small children to volun-
teer. Contact the church office and we will

accommodate your desireto help.

10 Reasons To Be Thankful At Church

10 - Each week last month we had a different speaker |#ﬂh
sharetheir thoughts on stewardship, faith and giving in 2 ", “-},
worship. Curt Brockway, Fred Green, Cliff Vanase and :; = i
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Nancy Allen all came back to the fact that it is God’s love
that moves them to give something back to the ministry.

9- We collected enough food and money to supply 25 thanksgiving
baskets for people in need last month. We received lots of “thank yous”
for not only each turkey dinner we provided, but for afew days of
groceries as well.

= 8- We had a good meeting with the folks from Central
| |- Baptistaswe continued to explore what ajoint ministry
=7 would look like. Under the leadership of Linda L ea Snyder,
\ .. we shared some memories and tried to identify what each
" church was known for. It was another step forward in the
process of discerning God'swill for our future.

7- The Annual Choir Festival was alot of fun and proved
that something good can get better each year. Our choir was wonderful
and the combined anthem was especially moving.

6- Rosie Main got together a group of ladies that worked on our
costumes for the Annual Pageant later this month. Not only did they
accomplish alot, they also had fun doingit.

5- Eleven kids and adults went to the Word of Life Super Bowl in
Providence, RI. They spent al night watching hockey, bowling and roller
skating. They al so enjoyed some pizza and a message by ayouth minister.

4- In Sunday School the kids have been creating a banner. On
Thanksgiving Sunday they shared it
with the rest of us asthey carried it
forward in worship singing “ Rise and
Shine.”

3- At our quarterly meeting we
heard how God was blessing our
ministry in many different ways. We
also voted to worship with Central
Baptist again thiswinter.

2- Amy Hollishasjumped right
into our ministry in several different ways. It was announced that she will
go deeper next month when she preaches on December 3.

1- God loves you and you hear it from our pulpit every week.

PHILIP Wednesday Night
YANCEY Prayer
F and Bible Study

THE Join Us at 7:00 p.m.

“ ~E=N December 13 & 20
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:\f,l-l IE} come discover
KNEW the Jesus You Never Knew




Looking Ahead

Our student Pastor,
Amy Hallis, will be

i . !
mr Iead! ng our worship
service on Sunday

Preacher
December 3. Plan to

be here as we begin the season of Advent
with an uplifting message and inspiring
worship. Come sing some familiar carolsand
get ajump start to your holiday blessings.

Chnstulas Ei.rE SEWIEE

Join UsAsWe
Decorate The Church

For Christmas

Join us on Friday,
December 1 for the “Hanging
of the Greens’ as we decorate
the church for the Season of
Advent.

We Il gather at 6:30 p.m.
and hang the greens, put up the
trees and erect the candles.
There will be carols, treats to share
and fun for all. So be sureto join us.

Hantjing of
the Greens

Friendship Sunday Set for December 10

Invite your friends and family to worship. There
will be special music, familiar carolsand aservice
of Christian baptism. The Pastor’s message will be
entitled, “ The Faith of Mary.”
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December 24, 2006

Christmas Sunday
Service
10:30 a.m.

Christmas Eve
Family Service
7:00 p.m.

Christmas Eve Midnight Service
11:30 p.m.

Christmas Party & Pageant

We will be having our Annual Christmas Party and .:'T Eﬁ.‘.‘g 1"5-,
Pageant on Sunday, December 17 at 6:00 p.m. We will L
start the night off with a potluck diinner, and then the o F
kidswill bring the Christmas story to life. Afterwards
wewill haveavisit from St. nicholas and al the kids will have a chance
to visit with him and offer him a gift to take to the homeless shelter..
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Student Recognition
Sunday

Sunday, December 31, 2006

Featuring Griswold High School Senior

Emily MckFalls

and other High School and
college Students

Join us as We salute
the future of the church.

Join UsAsWeWor ship With Central Baptist
InJanuary and February
February 4 at First Baptist Church

SheldonKeller  Lukeb5:1-11
“A Boat-load of Fish”

January 7 at First Baptist Church
Cd Lord Matthew 2:1-12
“They Really Were Wise Men!”

February 11 at First Baptist Church
Cd Lord Jeremiah 17:5-10
“WhereAre Your Roots?’

January 14 at First Baptist Church
SheldonKeller | Corinthians12:1-11
“Everybody Has At Least One”

January 21 at Central Baptist Church  February 18 at Central Baptist Church
Cad Lord | Corinthians12: 12-31 SheldonKeller Luke9:28-37
“Together For A Purpose” “Going Up and Coming Down”

January 28 at Central Baptist Church  February 25 at Central Baptist Church
SheldonKeller | Corinthians 13 Cd Lord Romans8:10-8-13
“Don’t Leave HomeWithout It”  “Don’t Be Embarrassed By Your Feet”




Church Family News

Bill Rossoll hashad aroughtimein his
latest go around with the medicine. Think of
himinyour prayers... Harry and dot calking
A son,Harry Jr., had surgery last month and

heis recuperating... Judy Dupont had a bad
reaction to her medication but she is back on the right trek
now.. We lift up Frank Roderick as he continues his treatment
for hiscancer... Ken Taylor will be going to New York to apply
for an experimental treatment that has recieved good reviews.
Think of him... Think of MelindaBrick as she contemplates
another ankle operation... Al Damien continues to show signs
of imporvement. We pray they keep coming... Fred Coleman
wasin Backusfor afew days but heis out and back to work...
We think of Elsie West as she was fighting kidney stones and
spent timein the hospital last month... We think of Bruce
Thornton as he goesin for hip surgery...

Our hearts go out to Nancy Schuster on the death of her
father. We think of his grand-daughters, LauraKreger and
Sandy Mehlinger, aswell...

We think of our expectant parents, Kate (Strouse) and
Chris Canada and Dave and Miranda Poore in the coming
months...

We continueto lift up Edith Robinson, Helen M oore, Janet
Furbush, Myrtle Henry, Doris Regets, Steve and Jean Roscoe,
Myra Christensen and Michelle Lord in prayer.

Also lift up the discussions between First and Central
Baptist Church aswe consider God'swill in our futures.

These girlsdidn’t look too
bad considering they stayed
up alkl night at the Word of
Life Super Bowl on
November 10th. | wonder
where the adults are? Could
they be snoozing in the
corner?

Primary Youth Group (grades 3-5)
will meet at 12:15 p.m on December 3
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Join Us!

Junior High Youth Group will meet at
2:00 p.m. on December 3

Possible New Years Eve All-night
Youth Lock-in for Grades 6-12.

Newsabout our membersand friends...

Cami Ferguson and the NFA girl’s soccer team did pretty well this
year. They won their conference title and advnaced in the state
tournament. We are so proud of them. | heard Jeff Ferguson did
pretty well with the NFA Boy’s Freshman team too! Have you been
to James and Carolyn Brown new family Restaurant called “ The
Little Carnegie Deli” at 200 North Main Street. Ask for something
with James’ famous barbecue sauce... Bethany Brown will graduate
this December with her degreein education from Plymouth State
College. | believe Terry Dunn, Becky L ord and Emily Dutraareall
scheduled to graduate from college next May... Courtney Brown and
Adam Barber are planning aJuly 2007 wedding. Werejoicewith
them... Did you know that Amy (Brockway) and Matt Meyer have
moved to the Boston area and purchased their first home. Their new
addressis: 84 Medford Street #3, Malden, MA 02148... We caught
Pat Bubenicek in church last week. She was down in Floridarecently
but came back to see her grand-daughter in afashion show in
Mystic... Bob Duntz isin the manager training program for
McDonald’'s. He has been working out of the McDonald'sin Gales
Ferry recently. Say “hi” if you see him... Fred and Gwyn Green went
back to their home church in Wakefield Rl for a baptism servicefor
their nephew and were pressed into service and sang aduet... Rosie
Main has a houseguest this fall. Her grandson, Jeffrey isvisiting her.
Heis“little Carol’s’ oldest son...

If you would like to take an activerolein
our ministry in 2007, please grab apledge
card on the back table at church and check
off the boxes on one side that ask you for
your giftsand skills, and on the other side __
make a good faith estimate of what you '-II
will be ableto contribute financially each
week next year. 2007 offering envelopeswill be available
in the next few weeks.

Join the Bell Choir and have
lots of fun! The choir is a
joint venture between First
and Central Baptist. The
group meets on Wednesday
nights from 6:00 - 7:00 p.m.
at Central Baptist Church

r rehearsals are every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.
Come join us this year!

A new featurein our
Sunday School
program isthe class
crafttime. Rachelle
Weimer, CassieKane
and Amy hollis have
been working with
the kids on a project.
Thelast project was
acolorful banner
that we used in a
worship servicein
November.




Our Mission In The World

An Opportunity To Make A
Difference In The World

Mercedes Barnes was recently in Norwich
where she met with asmall group from
Central and First Baptist. Sheisour ABC §
missionary in Baja, Mexico. We heard ]
about the exciting work being done among {
the churches there and what is needed to i
help the communitiesthere. We are :
planning amission trip to to the region in mid to late February. All
interested members of our church and Central Baptist Church will
join together for this wonderful opportunity.

These are afew common questions that you may ask:

1. How many peopledoyou need to haveaviablemission trip?

We have had avariety of numbers. | would say a common number
isabout 12-14 but we have worked with smaller and larger groups.

2. Isthereaminimum age?
NO! All ages welcome. You will need to have a passport for
every person hoping to come back into the United States.

3. What typeof work would webedoing?

The work depends on what mission church you would be
assigned to. Sometimesiit is painting, sometimes it depends on the
giftedness of the people that volunteer. We have had
electricians,librarians and people with many different skill sets.

4.What arethe expensesthat wewould have?

Your airfare of course. We also charge $ 17.50 per person per day
which covers meals and lodging. Housing is at the student dorms
with bunk beds and window air conditioners. We also ask for the
group to bring a$1000.00 offering to cover the cost of building
materials,, etc... Other expenses are related to shopping, eating out/
treats. If you like, there is atown south of here with a beach and
plenty of shopping opportunities. We like to see groups schedule
ina“play day” toward the end of their stay with us.

5. What about lodging and meals?

With that money we provide food and your group prepares
breakfast. We have a cook that will comein and prepare lunch
which isthe main meal of the day and the evening is usually
leftovers or snacks. Some groups go out in the evening to nearby
taco places which are very inexpensive and are on your dime.

6. Would we havetobringany work items?

That would depend on the project. If we need specific items that
isusually covered by the offering. But we do suggest that you
bring your own work gloves, personal items, etc...

If you are interested speak to Bob Booth, Sandy Stone or Barbara
Trocki of Central Baptist.

SURPRISED
BY GOD IN
MISSION:

SAMPLING CURRENT STORIES
FROM THE FIELD

What happenswhen you pray for and givetosupport the
ministry of Wendy Bernhard in the Democr atic Republic of
Congo?Amazing things! Young peopleat risk of contracting
HIV seek health...and find Jesus!!

Wendy is atheologian who trains those whom God callsto
lead the churches of Congo. But she is also passionately
concerned to work with young people to stem the tide of HIV/
AlIDS that is ravaging the country. She helped to conduct a
two-day youth rally in Kimpese this summer. Of the more than
100 youth who participated, some 40% made personal
commitmentsto follow Jesus asthe Lord and Savior of their
lives.

What happenswhen you pray for and givetothesupport of
theministry of Adaliaand Ray Schellinger in M exico?
Amazingthings! M exican and American Baptiststeam up to
providerefugein thenameof Jesusto abused women who
thought they had nowheretohidefrom their abusers.

Adaliaand Ray are working with the Mexican Baptists at
the northern end of BajaCaliforniaas God bringsto full flower
the dream he gave Baptist women in Tijuana, to respond to
the needs of their many abused neighbors. October saw the
dedication of the new shelter at Deborah’s House, the fruit of
an incredible amount of work by both Mexican Baptistsand
the American Baptist short term mission teams that have, as
Ray putsit, “anointed the ground with their sweat.”

What happenswhen you pray for and support theministry of
Barb and Dwight Bolick in Chile? Amazing things! In this
case, agroup of peopleon themar ginsof society get “on the
radar screen” of Chile snew president!

The Balicks serve with the Mapuche, amarginalized
indigenous people group in southern Chile (that’s really
southern!!). As the Mapuche become more fully convinced of
Jesus' love for them, and of the value they have as God's dear
children, they recover the sense of dignity that has so often
been trampled in the past. One of the key projects Barb has
been pursuing with Mapuche women isto help them
appreciate, produce and market to the world the weavings
that are part of their cultural heritage. Recently, the Chilean
town of Panguipulli raised the profile of Mapuche weavers by
giving Chile's President, Michelle Bachelet, the gift of a
weaving from the group with which Barb works.



Our Ministry To The Family

The Cat Rug

| wanted to hide it in the garage. But my husband was

latch-hooked to it.

My husband and | have different tastesin
home decorating. | think there should be a
master plan, astyle, atheme that harmonizes
theindividual pieces. His philosophy: “If |
like two things, then they go together.”

My greatest surprise when we bought our
first house was that he'd even have an
opinion about home decor. | thought I'd
decorate and he'd say, “That's fine, Honey.”
| should have known better. | should have
realized that the art of decorating, aswith
everything in marriage, involvesthe art of
compromise.

My wake up call wasthe“cat rug.” I'm
not talking about a rug where the cat sleeps.
Thismonstrosity is alarge latch-hook rug
that prominently features a Siamese cat. It
showed up in the hallway of our first home
shortly after we moved in. The cat rug came
to be a sort of shibboleth between his
people and my people. You either “got” the
cat rug or you didn’t. | and my people
didn’t.

In my defense, my only prior encounter
with latch hook was when my sister was
given alatch-hook project asaform of
occupational therapy during an extended
stay in a psychiatric hospital.

My husband’s family, on the other hand, is
abastion of latch-hook tradition.  His
beloved grandmother held ablack belt in
latch hook. She single-handedly created
enough latch-hook piecesfor every member
inthe extended family. Her influence moved
other family membersto dabbleinlatch
hook too. In fact, my husband’sfirst latch-
hook rug graces the floor of our daughter’s
room. And now my sweet, but naive
daughter is sitting at her dad’s feet with her
very own latch hook.

Also in my defense, growing up | never
had a cat long enough to grow attached.
Thefew animalswe had in our home either
ran away or threw themselvesin front of
moving cars (except for the turtles, who

By Beth Ortstadt

threw themselves under Dad’s lawn
mower).

My husband’'s family had a Siamese cat
for nearly 18 years. | sensethe cat’'s
importance in the fact that she isthe
subject of more home movie footage than
some of the children.

Not long after we settled into our new
home, some of my collegefriendscame
for avisit. Thefirst item on the agenda
was atour of the house. “What’s with the
cat rug?’ one of them asked, with all the
tact of areally closefriend. | tried to
explainmy in-laws' latch-hooking tradition
and their beloved Siamese cat. “ But why
do you have to haveit in your hall?’ she
asked.

Obviously shewasn't married yet.

After thewalk down theaisle, | was
faced with acrucial choice: to accept
lovingly all aspects of my spouse’'s
personality inthe“front room” of my life,
or to shove parts of him into the “garage.”
His hand-me-downs, his hobbies, and his
habits are all part of the deal.

For me, love means having acat rug on
thefloor, evenif | don’t see how it fitsthe
overall decorating scheme. Love meansan
antique Spanish sword on the wall, adart-
board in the family room, and abookcase
dedicated to baseball card storage. For my
husband, love means living with a
flowered bedspread, enough scrapbooks
to document the history of the world, and
an abundance of fake ivy scattered around
the house.

Not everything in our house matches.
Not everything is neat and tidy. None of
our rooms would make the pages of a
magazine. But they arefilled withthegive
and take of more than a decade of shared
living, with memorieswe' ve built together.

They’realso adaily reminder that
marriage is not about me. The thingsin my
home that are more my husband’s taste

than mine are small, tangible reminders of
the surrender that love requires. And it's
often the small things that are hardest to
surrender. | can easily promise my
faithfulness until death do us part, but
I’m not so eager to agree on the
thermostat setting and the direction the
toilet paper should berolled. I'll love him
and cherish him, but I’ d rather not give
him input on paint colors.

It's no surprise that Christ compares
our relationship with him to amarriage.
Learning to let go of thelittle things out
of love for my husband is good practice
inletting go of every little piece of my life
to God. | may wince at some of the
things God chooses for us, or pout about
giving up something, but in the end, love
means surrender.

I’ll admit I’'m still tempted to shove afew
thingsinto the garage. Instead, | flex
those surrender muscles and remember to
be grateful for all the parts of me my
husband lovingly keepsin his front
room.

Copyright Marriage Partnership
Magazine Spring 2006.
Reprinted with permission.

Copies of this and other magazines to inspire
and inform you in your Christian walk are
available on our literature tablein the chapel.




A Powerful Witnhess

Rich Storytelling |

The Nativity Story screenwriter Mike

Rich seeks to make Hollywood a kinder,
gentler place for the family.

How does a career radio host
working in Portland, Ore., become a
successful screenwriter? Mike Rich
attributes hismeteoricrisein
Hollywood to divine providence-that
and a God-given knack for writing
family-friendly filmsthat connect with
the masses.

Rich’s first screenplay, Finding
Forrester (2000), starred legendary
actor Sean Connery, grossing more
than $50 million at the box office. The
Rookie (2002), the story of pitcher
Jmmy Morris, isRich’shighest-
grossing filmto dateat $75 million.

Rich went on to write screenplays
for Radio (2003) and Miracle (2004),
both grossing $52 and $64 million
respectively. He also lent hiswriting
skills to Eight Below (2006) and next
year’s historical thriller Manhunt

starring Harrison Ford.

But two years ago, Rich began
writing hislatest screenplay, The
Nativity Sory, a project much closer
to his heart and more evenly aligned
with hisstrong Christian faith. His
desire to write the script based on the
traditional Christmas story was
bolstered by the success of The
Passion of the Christ.

“That movie, quite frankly, knocked
down some wallsand madeit possible
for me to present this story to the
industry,” Rich, 47, explains.

The Nativity Sory is set for release
nationwide in December. Rich says he
has long been intrigued by the story of
Joseph and Mary’s journey to
Bethlehem, where Jesus was born.
The story is often told asone single
event and rarely addresses the untold

parts of their 110-miletrek.”

Rich knew he would havetofill ina
few blanks along the way.

“The only way to tell the story was
to try and take that foundation in
Matthew and L uke and expand upon it,
while at the same time being very
faithful to the spirit, tone and content
of those Gospels,” he says.

Though not al of Rich’s projects
have been blatantly faith-based, heis
blessed to have been part of several
moviesthat givefamiliesan alternative
to the violence and sexual content,
which have overtaken a majority of
today’s filmindustry. Asthe father of
three children, Rich’s best adviceto
dadslooking to protect their kidsfrom
the entertainment “minefield” isto
“lead by example.”

“It's not easy,” he admits. “It takes
homework. You have to be committed
to doing that. The easy way out is
letting your child go ook at acomputer
for two hours. You have to commit
yourself to taking protective measures
and introducing [your child] to content
that will last alifetime.”

Rich’'sinfluencein Hollywood is
certainly ablessing to those worried
about the entertainment industry’s
quickening downward spiral. Despite
the alarming trend, parents can thank
this unassuming screenwriter for
bringing afew morefamily-friendly
filmsto the big screen.

“1 view it as a privilege to be placed
in this position where | think we can
put story content out the families can
not only enjoy, but perhapsit sparksa
dialogue or conversation that can bring
them closer together asfamilies,” Rich
says. “Not many individuals get an
opportunity to do that, and the fact that
I’ve been placed in that positionisa
responsibility that | take very, very
seriougly.”

Copyright New Man Magazine
November/December 2006
Reprinted with permissin.



Wit, Wisdom and Wackiness

The embers glowed softly, and in their dim light,

| gazed round the room and | cherished the sight.
My wife was asleep, her head on my chest,

My daughter beside me, angelic in rest.

Outside the snow fell, a blanket of white,
Transforming the yard to a winter delight.

The sparkling lights in the tree | believe,
Completed the magic that was Christmas Eve.

My eyelids were heavy, my breathing was deep,
Secure and surrounded by love | would sleep.

In perfect contentment, or so it would seem,

So I slumbered, perhaps | started to dream.

The sound wasn't loud, and it wasn’t too near,
But | opened my eyes when it tickled my ear.
Perhaps just a cough, | didn’t quite know,
Then the sure sound of footsteps outside in the
Snow.

My soul gave a tremble, | struggled to hear,

And | crept to the door just to see who was near.
Standing out in the cold and the dark of the night,
A lone figure stood, his face weary and tight.

A soldier, | puzzled, some twenty years old,
Perhaps a Marine, huddled here in the cold.
Alone in the dark, he looked up and smiled,
Standing watch over me, and my wife and my
child.

"What are you doing?” | asked without fear,
"Come in this moment, it's freezing out here!

Put down your pack, brush the snow from your
sleeve,

You should be at home on a cold Christmas Eve!”

For barely a moment | saw his eyes shift,

Away from the cold and the snow blown in drifts.
To the window that danced with a warm fire’s light
Then he sighed and he said “Its really all right, I'm
out here by choice,

I'm here every night.”

"It's my duty to stand at the front of the line,

That separates you from the darkest of times.

No one had to ask or beg or implore me,

I'm proud to stand here like my fathers before me.
My Gramps died at ‘Pearl’ on a day in Decem-
ber,”

Then he sighed, “That’s a Christmas ‘Gram’
always remembers.”

Please order
@ $9.50 each.

The poinsettiawill be giveninloving memory:

Poinsettias for me

OR

Your name asit appearsin the bulletin:
(iee Mr & MrsJohn Doeor Mary & John Doe)

Please make checks payable to First Baptist Church and put
“memorial flowers’ inthememoline. Ordersneedtobemailed or
I calledinto church by Sunday, December 10th.

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
I  Thepoinsettiawill be given in honor of:
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

"My dad stood his watch in the
jungles of ‘Nam’,

And now it is my turn and so, here
I am.

I've not seen my own son in more
than a while,

But my wife sends me pictures,
he’s sure got her smile.”

Then he bent and he carefully
pulled from his bag,

The red, white, and blue... an
American flag.

"I can live through the cold and the
being alone,

Away from my family, my house
and my home.”

"] can stand at my post through
the rain and the sleet,

| can sleep in a foxhole with little
to eat.

| can carry the weight of killing
another,

Or lay down my life with my sister
and brother.”

"Who stand at the front against
any and all,

To ensure for all time that this flag
will not fall.”

"So go back inside,” he said,
“harbor no fright,

Your family is waiting and I'll be
all right.”

"Butisn’t there something | can
do, at the least,

Give you money,” | asked, “or
prepare you a feast?”

"It seems all too little for all that
you've done,

For being away from your wife
and your son.”

Then his eye welled a tear that
held no regret,

"Just tell us you love us, and
never forget.

To fight for our rights back at
home while we're gone,

To stand your own watch, no
matter how long.”

"For when we come home, either
standing or dead,

To know you remember we
fought and we bled.

Is payment enough, and with that
we will trust,

That we mattered to you as you
mattered to us.”

Submitted by:

LCDR Jeff Giles, SC, USN

30th Naval Construction Regiment
OIC, Logistics Cell On

Al Taggadum, Iraq



Four Teams Will represent FBC Hoops As
We Enter Our Eleventh Season in League
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For awhileit looked like James Brown was going to have more
than he could handle. The boys and girls kept talking about playing
basketball and we were scrambling for coaches. Then Jim Volpe
and Jack Greenwood stepped up and offered to coach one team.
Julio Sanchez, who coached last season, brought along afriend to
coach another team. It turned out that this was a good thing.
James has just opened a new restaurant and it has taken more time
than he thought. So Fred Green came to the rescue and offered to
help oversee the program and to give James a hand in coaching.

The season opens in the next or so and we will have three
Junior Varsity teams for boysin grade 4- 6 and one Varsity team
for grades 7 - 8.

The Pastor is working with Coach Green to offer devotions and
to pray with the kids. They will also be recruiting other members of
the congregation to share their testimonies and to pray with them
before games. The schedules will be available at church pretty
soon if you would like to come and cheer the kids on.
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First Baptist Church of Norwich
239 West Main Street, Norwich, CT 06360
Phone: 860-889-0369
web address: www.fbcnorwich.org
e-mail: fbcnorwich@sbcglobal .net

Summer Sunday Morning Worship 9:30 a.m.
Fall Scheduleincludes: Sunday School at 9:15a.m.
Worship at 10:30 a.m.
Mid Week Prayer Meeting
- Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.

Rev. Dr. ClaytonA. Lord, Jr., Pastor
AdeleDiBiagio Cofer,

Organist & Choir Director
Sandy Stone, Administrative Assistant
Harry & Doris Calkins, June Pendleton, Carol Vaz
and Bob Walker are the Production Assistants.




