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Join us for
worship every

Sunday morning
at 10:30 am

Sunday School
Begins at 9:15

Some neighborhood friends came to help

Chelsea Weimer, Connor Fishkin and Julia Rogers
are all smiles while they work.

Our Youth
Learn How

Wonderful It
Is To Give To

Others!

      We even had help from
some of our church neigh-
bors!!! It was a great feeling
helping to provide for those
in need from our church and
the surrounding community!
We were able to put together
20 Baskets which were
greatly appreciated by all the
families.

On Sunday, November
20th, some of our Sunday
school children along with
their parents joined
Sharon Fishkin in putting
together our Thanksgiving
baskets. The Children
enjoyed loading up the
bags with Turkey stuffing
and all the trimmings!



The Church At Worship

Worship Services
10:30 a.m.

Join Us As We Worship This Winter

December 4, 2011
Communion Sunday
Second Sunday of Advent
Scripture: Isaiah 40:1-5, 28-31
Sermon: “Comfort My People”

December 11, 2011
Third Sunday of Advent
Scripture: Luke 1:46-56
Sermon: “Mary’s Song”

December 18, 2011
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Christmas Sunday
Scripture: Luke 2:33-35
Sermon: “The Cost of Christmas”

December 25, 2011
Christmas Day
Scripture: Luke 2:1-15
Sermon: “A Savior who is Christ the Lord!”

December 2011

Ministry Helpers for December

Ushers & Greeters
Dec. 4 - H. Calkins, L. McFalls, B. Adams, P. Adams
Dec. 11 - G. Strouse, K. Barber, K. Beavan, M. Kane
Dec. 18 - F. Royce, C. Brockway, N. Schuster, G. Schuster
Dec. 25 - H. Calkins, L. McFalls, B. Adams, P. Adams

Worship Assitants
Dec. 11 - Mary BrockwayDec. 18 -George Strouse
Dec. 25 - Bob Walker

Counters
Dec. 4 - Bob Walker & Bob Sullivan
Dec. 11 - Nancy Allen & Amy Rezendes
Dec. 18 - Mary Brockway & Ray Deptulski
Dec. 25 - Dick Strouse & Mark Rogers

Nursery Attendants
Dec. 4 - Michelle Vanase-Frawley & Bonnie Ambruso
Dec. 11 - Kaitlin Beavan & Cassie Frechette
Dec. 18 - Rachelle Weimer & Chelsey Calkins
Dec. 25 - TBD

Please order ________  Poinsettias for me @ $8.75 each.

The poinsettia will be given in loving memory of:

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

OR

 The poinsettia will be given in honor of:

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

 Your name as it appears in the bulletin:
(ie:  Mr & Mrs John Doe or Mary & John Doe)

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Christian Media
There is plenty Christian News and Media out

there for you to view, listen to and read.

Here are some to get you started -

www.christianpost.com - a Christian News Source,
sharing up to date information about what is going on in

the US and around the world regarding Christianity

The Spark in the Dark - 94.9 - a Christian Radio station
serving Southeastern Connecticut and Eastern Long

Island. You can also find them online at www.wcse.org



Pastors Pen - Bill Huegel

Pastors Pen December 2011

“Today in the town of David a Savior
has been born to you; he is the
Messiah, the Lord.”  Luke 2:11

I read the musings of a pastor who said:

    -  I wonder what Christmas means to a mother who has
lost her husband, who must take care of 3 or 4 children,
working every day, never quite getting everything done,
never making ends meet? What does Christmas mean to
her?
     -  I wonder what Christmas means to the little man in
Zimbabwe, 80 years old, living in a hut, who knows nothing
of shopping malls or Christmas trees? What does Christmas
mean to him?
     -  I wonder what it means to little Korean children with
smudges on their cheeks, & sparkling eyes that look up in
wonder as you walk past? What does Christmas mean to
them?
     -  I wonder what it means to missionaries who are half a
world away from families & friends, who are sacrificing so
much to take the precious gospel message to others who
have never heard?
What does it mean to
them?

     Clearly, Christmas
means different things
to different people.  My
friend from Pakistan
asked a most
interesting question last
year.  He said, “Pastor
Bill, why don’t
American Christians go
to church on
Christmas?”  He went
on to explain that it is
one of the biggest
evangelistic outreaches of the year for Pakistani Christians.
They are likely to hold outdoor services and invite in a
special speaker.  That’s very courageous of them, by the
way, in a world in which Christianity is all but out-lawed (He
explains that they invite the politicians, give them a place of
prominence on the platform, and make them feel very
important.  Maybe that’s what the Bible means as being
“Wise as serpents but gentle as doves).

     This Christmas falls on a Sunday.  I have heard some
of my friends grumble, a bit.  They feel it to be important
to be in church on the Lord’s Day, but they know they
will have to pull children away from newly opened gifts.

Many people will
simply opt to come
to the 7:00 p.m.
service on
Christmas eve
(Sorry folks, no
11:00 p.m. service
this year!).
     I read of one
family who tried to
overcome the pull
toward material
things by putting an
extra place at their
Christmas table for

Jesus, & calling Christmas, “His birthday party.” When
one of their daughters was asked if she got everything
she wanted for Christmas, she answered by saying,
“No, but then it’s not my birthday.”
     It is my most sincere hope that all the things we do
as a church that leads up to Christmas will be filled with
much joy as you contemplate that Jesus, who was born
at Christmas, is the very Son of God who has come into
the world for you.  True, it’s not your birthday, but it is
for you!  Jesus has come into the world so you might
come to know God through the power of His Spirit and
as you yield your life to His Lordship over you.
      I love the words to that wonderful Isaac Watts
Christmas hymn “Joy to the World”.

Joy to the world! the Lord is come;
Let earth receive her King;

Let every heart prepare him room,
And heaven and nature sing,

Merry Christmas!  I encourage you to invite the Savior
into your heart.  Make room for Him.  And then
Christmas will be awesome for you, no matter who you
are, what part of the world you are in, or what the
circumstances of your life may be.

See you in church, worshipping Him!

~ Pastor Bill



Please think of the following people
in your prayers.

June Deptulski
Penny Sargent
Michelle Lord
Kathleen Reichel (Pastor Bill’s
mother-in-law)

Our Shut-ins:
Doris Regets
Jean Roscoe
June Coleman

In the Military Service:
Nicholas Muyres
Brian Grillo
Daniel Moriarty
Tim Rogers

If you know someone who should
be added to the list please contact
the church office. 860-889-0369, or
fbcnorwich@gmail.com

If you have any scheduled
meetings, or know of any
upcoming events, or any other
items that should be listed in the
Sunday Bulletin, be sure to get the
information to the church office by
Wednesday, and we will be sure to
have it listed in the upcoming
Sunday bulletin.

*Please Note:
If you need to contact Pastor
Bill Huegel for any reason, he
can be reached by calling him

at (203) 715-1936 or  by
email billhuegel66@gmail.com

For the Sunday Bulletin

 Our Blessing

    When I spoke to my husband about writing a bit on the blessings in our
life he said, “Well, where do we start?”.  It is true; we have been blessed
in so many ways.  Though when I was asked, the first thing that popped
into my mind was our son, Gorman.  Really, it seems a bit of a cliché to
say my child is my blessing, but bare with me here.  He really is my numero
uno blessing and here’s why.
     My husband and I had been trying
for a baby for about 6 years, going
through all the myriad of tests, and in
the end feeling like a pin cushion from
all the blood tests among other more
invasive procedures.  I was told I
could not have a baby.  My insides
simply did not want to cooperate with
my longing to be a mother.   After
years of trying and going through the
alphabet of doctors at Yale, we
decided to give it a rest for a while to
regain some sense of normalcy.  We went about our lives trying not to
obsess about the baby we so desperately wanted.  After healing my
wounded ego a bit I finally decided I was just going to have a baby and
that was that.  I started speaking in those terms..“when we have a baby”
or “our baby will be like”…I was just sure of it somehow.
      About this time a horrible tragedy occurred.  My husband’s sister
died suddenly at the age of 40.  Needless to say this sent us into a tail spin
of emotions and we ended up curled up with her Bible most days searching
for answers and some comfort in what was so familiar to her.  Mind you,
this was not something we had ever done before.  We read and read
trying to make sense of this horrible tragedy and to put it simply, eventually
ended up struck by the Spirit.
      To fast forward a bit, after years of struggling and much stress, we
found ourselves pregnant.  No doctors, no tests, no feeling like a pin
cushion this time.  The Lord sent us our blessing, our miracle baby, as we
still refer to him.
      Now here we are with our 18 month old miracle and it still seems
unreal.  I know now there was a plan that I had no idea existed.  It all
seems to make sense somehow now.  We were ready when the Lord
blessed us and not before that.  My husband says he goes to church every
Sunday to thank God for blessing us with Gorman.  I know he goes for
many more reasons than that, but I think it’s a good place to start.

 ~Ingrid Todd - October 2011

Please share with us how you have been blessed.
E-mail the church at fbcnorwich@gmail.com

People Page December 2011



Name - Jeffrey Curtis Harold Brockway

How did you become associated with the church?
I’ve been coming to First Baptist Church since I
was born and hardly missed a Sunday all the
way through High School.  However, after high
school I went to college and got away from
being a weekly member.  I was part of the
‘Easter/Christmas’ crew.  I have just recently
found myself at a place in my life where I was
open to coming back weekly.  I think it’s an
exciting time to be a part of this church.

Who is in your family?
The Brockway’s…my parents are Curt and Mary
Brockway.  My sister and her husband Amy and
Matt Meyer, and their baby daughter (my niece)
Emma Meyer

What ways are you involved in the church?
I am trying to find new ways to get active in the
church and have recently been participating in a
young adult’s bible study on select Sunday’s.

People Page December 2011

What do you do with your time? - job and hobbies
I am a Business Consultant for The Hartford Insurance
Company.  I live in Norwich and work in Hartford so I do
a lot of driving.  In my free time I stay very busy.  I am an
avid runner and enjoy all forms of exercise.

I am also a pretty big sports fan; although I find that as
I’ve gotten older sports aren’t as important to me as they
used to be.  However you will rarely catch me missing a
Syracuse University basketball game!  I am also a fan of all
the Boston sports teams.

I have the most amazing group of friends and am with
them almost every day.  I enjoy being around people that
are passionate for life and share similar interests.  I also
love being with my family, including my niece Emma.  She
has been such a blessing to our family.

What is a quote or saying you live by?
 “Easy does it”

What are a few things people might not guess about you?
- My favorite food is sushi
- I have obsessive compulsive disorder.  I’m trying to get
over it because it can make me nuts.  For example, I have
a hard time leaving home in the morning because I always
think I forgot something.  And I have a very hard time
leaving my car.  So if you see me in the parking lot walk-
ing around my car checking the locks and lights, this is
why!
- I begin and end each day with a period of meditation.  I
find this helps to quiet my mind and provide me with
guidance throughout the day.

Why do you choose to walk with Jesus?
I consider myself to be more spiritual than religious.  And
I find spirituality is in abundance in my church.  It’s in the
music, the bible lessons, the sermons and the smiling faces.
All of these things can lift up my spirit and give me direc-
tion.

Please share a bio about yourself to be
featured in an upcoming newsletter.

E-mail the church at fbcnorwich@gmail.comJeff Brockway with his niece Emma Meyer

Who’s In The Pews?
Meet Jeff Brockway



Upcoming Events and Activities December 2011

Join in the yearly festivities
of Hanging of the Greens

Saturday, December 3rd,
at 10:00 a.m here at the

Church!

Bring your
favorite treat to
share and enjoy

some holiday
music with

friends as you
deck the church

will holiday
decoration.

Are you on

Like us!
www.facebook.com/fbcnorwich

On Sunday,
December 11th

at 6:00 p.m.

Christmas Pagent,
Desserts, Coffee
and a Visit from

Santa Claus

If you are able, please have each child bring in a bottle
of shampoo, bar soap, or tube of toothpaste.

These items will be used to help the less fortunate

Come and Join The Fun

Young Adults Bible Study
The Young adults of the church
will be meeting December 11th

and December 18th at Jeff
Brockway’s house after church.
Come and share in some food

and a bible lesson. Contact Jeff
or Pastor Bill for directions.

     Please, be sure to order
your Christmas Poinsettias
now! They are $8.75 for a 6"
plant. Order forms can be
found on the first page of the
newsletter and in the weekly
church bulletins. All orders
must be received by December

4th. If you are putting your order in the offering plate,
please be sure to put the form along with payment into
an envelope, so that it is sure to be received together.
     The Flower Committee is looking for volunteers to
help set up the poinsettia display. The date and time
will be announced in church soon. If you are able to
join, please speak to Karen Barber.

“Road to Bethlehem" Living Nativity
     On the evenings of December 9 & 10 the
Christ United Methodist Church in Groton
will once again have their Living Nativity.
This is a drive thru with seven scenes of
the Nativity. The hours of the event are
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. The suggested donation
is: A Non-perishable Food items, which will be donated to the
Groton Food Locker. There is no better way to observe the
gift of the Christ child than through a living depiction.



An Encouragement to Pray

Wednesday Night Prayer Service
starts at 7:00 p.m. and ends by 8:00.

It is a very refreshing time to get
together  for an hour as God’s people
for prayer.  We often share what is
going on in our own lives as well as
what is going on in the church and in
our world.  Some pray out loud, others
pray silently, but all testify as to how
good it is to be together.

I usually shares a devotional from the Scriptures.  Cheryl and others
often sing for the group.

It’s a very special time and you are invited.

- Pastor Bill

Upcoming Events and Activities December 2011

Regional Men's
Breakfast Fellowship

The Calvary Chapel in Canter-
bury will be hosting a Regional
Men's Breakfast on December
3rd from 8:00 am - 9:15 am.
They are also holding their
Christmas Toy Drive.  So please
bring a gift for a boy or girl
(wrapped & labeled with boy or
girl and age group), along with
your usual donation, to the host
church to offset the cost of food.
They are asking for a head count
prior to the breakfast, so if you
are interested in attending,
please sign up on the sheet, lo-
cated on our bulletin board just
outside the sanctuary.

Parking spots
closest to the

door are
reserved for

visitors and/or
those with

special needs.

For those of
you able to walk
longer distances,

you may find
additional

parking behind
Firestone, at

Midas Muffler
and Oak Tree

Plaza.

Pasta Dinner & Silent Auction to
benefit the Mexico Mission Trip

On Saturday, January 21st 2012
from 4:30 to 7 pm

Snow Date - Saturday, January 28th 2012
At Central Baptist Church
2 Union St Norwich CT 06360

Tickets -  Adults - $8 before, $10 at the door
Children - $4 before, $6 at the door

All money raised will go to support the Mission Trip to Mexicalli, Mexico where 10
short term missionaries will work to build a church, and help lead a bible school; brining
the message of the gospel to others in the human family both through teaching and

through loving action.

Tickets can be purchased from any mission team member, at
Sunday Morning church or from the church office.

Short Term Missionaries - Pastor Bill, Debbie Huegel, Mark
Kane, Amanda Shanks, Jake Shanks, Julie Wagner, Amber

Manning, Curt Brockway, Sarah Rodriguez and Aida.

If you would like to contribute an item to the silent
auction please speak Pastor Bill or Amanda Shanks



First Baptist Church of Norwich
Sunday Morning Service at 10:30

Sunday School at 9:15

Iglesia Hispana De Norwich
La Buena Nuevas

Sunday Service at 4:30 pm



Because We Care
Events and Updates

    As the winter rolls in, the
need for food in the food
pantry becomes more and

more necessary. Families find it
hard to make ends meet with
winter expenses, such as heat

and warm clothes.
The food pantry has been a
mission of the First Baptist

Church of Norwich for years,
helping hundreds of people
make it through the difficult

times. Please consider picking
up a few extra items the next

time that you are in the
supermarket.

The pantry item of the
month is always an

item that is especially
needed. Please

consider picking up a
few extra on your next

shopping trip and
dropping them off at

the church.

The Missional Church
Committee will begin to meet

again to reinvigorate the service
to the community in the work of

the church. If you would be
interested in this type of work

and would like to join the
Missional Church committee

please talk with Amanda Shanks
or Cynthia Strouse.

Engaged In Mission December 2011

Community Luncheon
Would you like to help serve the

hungry at the Interfaith Community
Luncheon? The church serves the

hungry the 3rd Sunday of each month.
Please talk to Amanda Shanks or the
church office if you are interested.

Deodorant

Thank you to everyone who
contributed items to the

Thanksgiving Baskets, and to
those who helped put them

together. This year 20 baskets
were made, and the local families

were very geatful!

Pantry needs: toilet paper and deodorant
(we'll be making some health & beauty bags to

bring to St. Vincent DePaul’s Place)

We are also collecting NEW socks, gloves,
scarves and hats. For men, women and

children.

Used coats are still needed as well.

Thanks!!
Erica



Wit, Wisdom and Wackiness December 2011

ACROSS
1. there is only ___ ___ between me
and death (1,4) (1 Sam 20:3)
6. husband of Jezebel (IKing 19:1)
10. sold your people for a pittance,
gaining nothing from their ___      (Ps
44:12)
14. His ___ shaft was like a weaver's
rod (1 Sam 17:7)
15. lest he ____ thee to the judge
(Luke 12:58) KJV
16. he took ___ the Sodomites out of
the land (1 Kings 15:12) KJV
17. beans, and lentiles, and parched
___ (2 Sam 17:28)KJV
18. the magicians tried to produce
gnats by their secret ___ (Ex 8:18)
19. an inheritance that can never
perish, spoil or ___ (1 Peter 1:4)
20. an apostle of Jesus Christ for the
faith of God's ___ (Titus 1:1)
22. not a sound of anyone only ___
horses (2 Kings 7:10)
25. son of Benjamin (Gen 46:21)
27. I pray that you, being ___ and
established in love (Eph 3:17)
28. and they ___ into the land of Armenia
(Isa 37:38) KJV
32. calling in the desert, 'Prepare the ___
for the Lord (Matt 3:3)
34. The lazy man does not ___  his game
(Prov 12:27)
35. but a man of understanding and
knowledge maintains ___          (Prov
28:2)
38. but sin is not imputed when there is
no ___ (Rom 5:13) KJV
40. under oaks and poplars and ___ (Hos
4:13) KJV
41. with the precious ___ of Christ (1
Peter 1:19)
42. the wringing of the ____ bringeth
forth blood (Prov 30:33)
43. and for the ___ that is in the land of
Assyria (Isa 7:18) (KJV)
44. Fear and trembling have ___ me;
horror has overwhelmed me          (Ps
55:5)
45. the thin ears devoured the ___ good
ears (Gen 41:24)
46. have them shut the doors and ____
them (Neh 7:3)
47. Let us go at once to ___ the LORD
and seek the LORD       (Zech 8:21)
49. to see if the waters were ___ from off
the face of the ground  (Gen 8:8)
52. borders of Manasseh were Beth Shan,
Megiddo and ___                  (1 Chron
7:29)
53. Their arrows ___ ___, all their bows
are strung (3,5) (Isa 5:28)
55. The ___ of our house are cedars (Song
1:17)

59. he laid his hands upon a few sick ___,
and healed them (Mark 6:5) KJV
60. God gave them up unto ____
affections (Romans 1:26)
62. like a broken tooth, and ___ ___ out
of joint (1,4) (Prov 25:19)
64. God is ___ to make all grace abound to
you (2 Cor 9:8)
65. "Yes, Lord," she said, "but ___ the
dogs eat the crumbs (Matt 15:27)
66. coat of fine linen, and thou shalt make
the ___ of fine linen        (Exod 28:39)
(KJV)
67. I will give him ___ from all his
enemies (1 Chr 22:9)
68. Wake up, O sleeper rise from the ___
(Eph 5:14)
69. flee from the iron weapon, and the
bow of ___  (Job 20:24) KJV

DOWN
1. the sucking child shall play on the hole
of the ___ (Isa 11:8) KJV
2. neither cold nor hot, I will ___ thee out
of my mouth                  (Rev 3:16)(KJV)
3. I ___ you the truth, if you have faith as
small as (Matt 17:20)
4. Men at ___ have contempt for
misfortune (Job 12:5)
5. their fear toward me is taught by the
___ of men (Isa 29:13) KJV
6. Because you said "___!" over my
sanctuary when it was (Ezek 25:3)
7. a roe or to a young ___ upon the
mountains (Song 8:14) KJV
8. He shall not ___ it, nor change it, a
good for a bad (Lev 27:10) KJV
9. exalted Solomon in the sight of all Israel
and ___ on him royal             (1 Chron
29:25)
10. Peace and ___; then sudden
destruction cometh upon them        (1
Thes 5:3) KJV

11. and at an hour when he is not ____
(Luke 12:46)
12. And they ___ their asses with the
corn (Gen 42:26) KJV
13. one official is ___ by a higher one
(Eccl 5:8-9)
21. Blessed are ___ merciful: for they
shall obtain mercy (Matt 5:7)
23. as small as the ___ frost on the
ground (Ex 16:14) KJV
24. I ___ put you in charge of the whole
land of Egypt (Gen 41:41)
26. Do not turn to ___ or make gods of
cast metal (Lev 19:4)
29. From the ___ of your foot to the
top of your head (Isa 1:6)
30. And it ____ to pass on the morrow
(Acts 4:5)
31. ancient mode of transportation
33. round about the throne were four

and ___ seats (Rev 4:4)
36. the gazelle, the ___ deer, the wild goat
(Deut 14:5)
37. as she saw them with her eyes, she
___ upon them (Ezek 23:16) KJV
38. Remember, O LORD, your great
mercy and ___ (Ps 25:6)
39. looked like ___ ___ of glass, clear as
crystal (1,3) (Rev 4:6)
41. I was ___ and barren; I was exiled and
rejected (Isa 49:21)
42. Abner son of ___ , the commander of
Saul's army              (2 Sam 2:8)
44. ten acres of vineyard shall yield one
___ (Isa 5:10) KJV
45. Water will gush forth in the wilderness
and ___ in the desert   (Isa 35:6)
46. Place the ___ before the LORD your
God (Deut 26:10)
48. David went to ___, to Ahimelech the
priest. (1 Sam 21:1
49. David was clothed in ___ ___ of fine
linen (1,4) (1 Chron 15:27)
50. HOLY TO THE LORD will be
inscribed on the ___ of the horses (Zech
14:20)
51. I will be able to defeat them and ___
them out (Num 22:6)
53. Bring my sons from ____ and my
daughters (Isa 43:6)
54. Listen to my prayer, O God, do not
ignore my ___ (Ps 55:1)
56. send him away by the hand of ___ ___
man (1,3) (Lev 16:21)KJV
57. thou see clearly to cast out the ___
out of thy brother's eye       (Matt 7:5)
KJV
58. no remedy for your ___, no healing for
you (Jer 30:13)
61. To this ___ I labor, struggling with all
his energy (Col. 1:29)
63. the exiles who lived at ___ Abib near
the Kebar River (Ezek
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    In Trevin Wade’s mind, Jon Demeter was
pretty persistent in his invitations to visit with
him about spiritual matters. What he didn’t
realize was the persistence was not really from
Demeter  but  f rom God
Himself.
    University of Arizona
Cornerback Trevin Wade
prepares to make a tackle on
Arizona State wide receiver
Kyle Wi l l iams in a 2009
matchup.
    When he finally “gave in,”
the  sen ior  Un ivers i ty  o f
Ar izona footba l l  p layer
began a journey that has
resulted in amazing spiritual
growth and leadersh ip
opportunities that he credits
with changing his life for the
better.
    Wade is a native of Round Rock, Texas, who
came to Arizona to play football. While he was
raised in the Afr ican Methodist  Episcopal
church, he admitted that once he got to college,
like many students, he didn’t get plugged into a
local church for a while.
    His sophomore year, Wade had a successful
season on the field for the Wildcats, earning a
place as a starting cornerback and making the
All-Pac-10 team. But as his light shone brighter
on the field, his relationship with God was
dimming.
    “I always went to chapel before every game,
but I never got involved with Athletes in Action,”
Wade said. “Every time I saw Jon and he’d ask
to visit with me, I’d say ‘no thank you.’”
    That next summer, Wade found himself with
some struggles and this t ime, AIA  campus
director Demeter got a positive response.
    “Init ial ly , Trevin was hesitant to begin
meeting. He had no idea that he had been in
God’s cross-hairs for a while,” recalled Demeter,
who has served with AIA  at Arizona since 2005.
“We began to meet every week, going over the
basics of the Christian faith. But it took him a
while to begin to open up.”
   Wade was working through issues with his
academic major, and he sensed trouble was
brewing on the spiritual side.
    “I had a problem with getting credit from man
instead of God, worrying about my image and

Arizona Football Player Shifts
Focus to God, Game Improves

By Teresa Young | CP Guest Contributor
Published In the Christian Post - www.christianpost.com - Nov. 16 2011

all about myself,” Wade said. “I got injured
a little and things in football started going
downhill from there. I was getting beat and
getting scored on and the coaches were

getting mad. I wanted to get
credit from man and it all started
turning on me.
    “I knew I had to either stay
with God through this trial or
give up. I knew that the trials
were testing my faith, like God
was doing this for me by taking
football and other things away
that I had on a platform.”
    During this same time, Wade
was meet ing regu lar ly  w i th
Demeter and beginning to see
th ings f rom a d i f fe rent
perspective. It was, in Wade’s
own words,  “a  rough three

months,” but he kept reading the Bible and
praying for strength to endure. As the
season ended, he attended the Athletes in
Action Winter Retreat with Demeter and
fellow Arizona athletes in nearby Flagstaff.
The lessons he learned there ,  both
physical ly  and spi r i tua l ly,  began the
turnaround for Wade.
    “I began doing better in the off-season,
because now I knew who I was playing
for,” Wade said.
    As the school year began to wane,
Demeter began encouraging Wade and others
to consider attending the AIA  Ultimate
Training Camp, a week-long experience in
which athletes learn biblical principles tied
in  w i th  a th le t ics  and
physical training. This time,
Wade’s response was much
more positive. As it turns
out, the results were intense.
    “I came back this year a
different person. My life is
really changed,” said Wade,
now a senior preparing to
graduate in December with
a major in economics. “The
season started off good and
I’m passing where I was last
year already. I’m playing for the Lord now
and not worrying about myself anymore.”
    Wade credits Demeter with being the

voice of reason and truth in the midst of
a pressure-packed lifestyle of a college
athlete. He is also helping Wade to learn
to share his faith and use his platform
as a college athlete to share a positive
message with others. He still attends
the weekly Athletes in Action meetings
on campus and finds encouragement
there, as well as from Arizona strength
coach Shawn Farria, also a believer. He’s
ga in ing a  reputa t ion among h is
teammates and fr iends as a Christ-
follower who lives a different life.
    Demeter says the change in Wade is
remarkable.
    “The bump in knowledge, confidence
and love that Trevin got both from the
AIA Winter Retreat and the Ultimate
Training Camp were invaluable in his
relationship to the Lord,” he said. “He
has been such a spiritual leader on the
football team since coming back from
the summer. During football camp he
gathered a l l  the guys in  h is  room
together and pulled out the Soularium
cards (a tool that Campus Crusade puts
out  of  50 color  p ictures and some
questions that start spiritual dialogue).
His teammates began opening up and
talking about their views on life and
God.”
    Now Wade is encouraging his team,
especial ly those with which he has
connected on faith aspects, to be totally
sold out for God. And whatever comes
in his next chapter of life, whether he

cont inues to  p lay
football or enters the
business world, Wade
knows he is  we l l
equipped.
    “Before, I was one
of those people who
wanted to  be
halfway; I didn’t want
to  be a l l - in  as  a
Christian,” he said. “I
always prayed that I
would get closer to

God, but I didn’t want to do anything
about it. But you can’t be halfway. You
have to be in there 100 percent.”
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Our Church is Getting
Many New

Improvements
Come and Take A Look!

We Will Be Dry and Warm
This Winter

Thanks to Our New Roof
and Heating System!


